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pa is obſervable ' enough in a multitude. 
of Inſtances, to thofe who are converſant 
in the World, that the Groſs of Man: 
Find judge very poſitively, and without 
EA much Deliberation, in Matters above 
Z> their Comprehenſion, and often in Points 
that have confounded and divided the 
Ll.l. C earned and the Wiſe, as if they could 
not be prejudiced or miſtaken; and are ready to perſecute 
all who take the Liberty of differing from them, in Te- 
nets which they themſelves hold over from their Parents, 
without the Will or Ability to examine their Re&itude, - 
On the other Hand, the few who reflect, and by the _ 1 
. Courſe of their Studies have been obliged to conſider the * 
natural Infirmities that ſubje& the human Mind fo much —- 
to Error, and render its eager Defires after Knowledge ſo 
ineffectual, as they remarkably are, complain with one 
Voice of the exorbitant Power of Prejudice and Education, 
and warn us to beware of them, as the Rocks and Shoals _ 
on which we are in Danger of being caſt away in the 
ſearch of Truth. There is no need of following Logi- 
cians through their ſubtle and taſteleſs Speculations, to be- 
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cat Weakneſs of the human Mind, + 
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1 -amining their Merits, What N and moat . 
Motions do we meet with in our Reading and Converſation, 


from Perſons of unqueſtionable good Senſe; when they 


ite brighteſt, and the wi 

L.abours and Glory of the Learned, and GL the 

VPVoice of n through Colleges and Schools. But 

now they lye buried in the Ruins of Time, like the | 
” Cothick Wi 


5 
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*___ touch on the Principles of their Party or Sec, or when 
„ 7 they attempt to deſcribe their > ae Count or its Cuſ- 
. toms. In the Agcoupts Travellers give, us of the flifferent 
Parts of che Earth, there is not! fy hob Sher more 
© _ _ Surprize, than the groſs Abſurdities that are firmly ea. 
through the Nations of Mankind, whoſe Intellects are like | 
our: If we exps e 
1 Illuſtans of Frejudioe, they are {urely the Learned, who 
having given their Lives to Reflection and Study, lay Claim 
to Knowledge as their own particular Province, and haugh- 


- tily ſtile all the reſt. of Mankind ignorant: But a very foper- : 


© ito find af f ops freed Fri 


ficial Knowledge of the Hiſtory, of Learning, willy Bie us 


- - ether Thoughts; the Schools were remarkably the Scenes b | 
8 of endleſs, Debate and Strife ; they were drawn. out. againſt = & 
ey = other, armed with Demonſtrations ; in Defence of he 1 
Bet of Tenets they had, learned; At length one School | 
-— ' triumphed over the reſt; its Dominion, became univerſal, 
+ 8 laſted for Ages ic near our Limes; its . 


eld an uncontrouled 8 Way over the Minds of the greateſt, 
eſt of Mankind, they formed the 


ings. of. their Profeiſors,. Where human. Hai ieee 
is heard. no. more, and are ſunk in utter Oblivion; unleſs 
— 5 and then a ſolitary Enquirer looks them over for Cu- 


8 Fioſity, and then leaves them to their long Sleep. The | 0 ; 2 


Diſpute between paſt and preſent Syſtems is nothing to mx 
Purpoſe, but the univerſal Prev 5 — oi the former, 2 


as well as over 
the Ulterate. Af you go. to the preſent Seminaries 
1 1 the important 
9 


. total Revolution that happen poems _yY ee ee the 
8 ar : 


5 of Prejudice over the 


— . 


Queſtions of Religion and Civil Government, you ſhall 

FTecelve very different Anſwers at Oxford, at . den, und 8 

at the Sorbonne; they will each offer to demonſtrate to you 
that their own Opinions of theſe Matters are exactly right, 


is, chat they ſeverally offer in Subſtance only the vulgar 


Milk, without any Alteration but the Advantage of a 


learned Dreſs. A plain meaning Stander-by may not be 


Able to confute any one of them, becauſe they have been 
regularly trained to defend their Tenets, and to puzzle an 
Adverſary, which ſeems to form a conſiderable Part of their 
1 3 ; but as he cannot perſwade himſelf that contrary 
Stories are true, he muſt conclude that they have hitherta _ . 
- Uiſcovered no Method of freeing themſelves from Preju- 
dice, and that they have taken Pains chiefly to render their 
particular Prejudices impregnable, and to baffle all the Force 
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Wich the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, our Self-ſuffi- 
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 that'ns Perſecution is ſo outragious or dreadful” 

at as Perſecution is ſo outragious or dreadful 
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nd'the others dangerous and abſurd; What is remarkable 
- and” eſtabliſhed Tenets they imbibed with their Nurſes . 
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From the current Prejudices of SeQs, of Schools, of 
Mations and People we may learn, that it is the Nature of 
Habit as well as of Truth to beget a ſtrong Degree of Con- 
NMuiction, and yet that it is the Nature of Conviction to ſeem 
always the Child of Truth; which Deception is eee | 
by the very Properties of Habit, that lead us on to travail 
ſecure in Error, and become incapable even of doubting 
that we are aſtray. The Property I ſpeak of in Habit, is 
that of reconciling us to Things that have no natural Pro- 
Pfriety in them, and of varniſhing over Abſurdity and Falſe- 
Hood with the Hue of Juſtneſs and Truth. Whoever ob- 
ſerves the Effect of Faſhion on Peoples Minds will become 
ſenſible of this. When a new Faſhion juſt comes in, and 
i worn only by a very few firſt rate Ladies, the generality 


a ccuſtomed to ſee. it, they begin firſt to endure it, and at 
length to think it agreeable, and ſo it is to every Body, 
while the Mode laſts, except to Foreigners who ſtare at 
Hiſt, but a few. Days reconcile them alſo to it: When this 
Faſhion is altered and entirely out, and Peoples Minds are 
PVeaned of it, it becomes ſhocking once more, and every 
Body is out of Humour with it. This is a general Obſer- 


i 
. 


2 particular Partiality, by an Aſſociation of Ideas irrelative 
in their own Natures but accidentally joined, as is the 
Caſe in the Fondneſs old People have for the Cuſtoms 
and Faſhions that prevailed in their Vouth, that bear upon 
chem for ever freſh the Ideas of Gaiety and Pleaſure. The 
Cuſtoms of, Swearing and Drunkenneſs (the firſt of which 
dome Years ago was reckon'd very graceful by military 
Men, and the. laſt ſtill entitles a Man to the ae of a 
_ © xGoop FtLLow among Country Squires and ſeveral other 
| ©, well-meaning. People) are ſtrong. Inſtances. that Cuſtom 
_  .,Feconciles us to, and juſtifies Actions naturally ſhocking and - 
Abſurd. Now the peculiar Doctrines and Cuſtoms of a 
People, may be called a Mode or Faſhion of Thinking, a 
meer Dreſs or Habit of the Mind, put on by Education, 
Audi fitted eaſy by wearing. The Mode of Thinking ap- 


e juſt, tho? to Foreigners it may ſeem uncouth; 
but if a Revolution in Principles happens, then the Caprice 
and Abſurdity of the Old become the Jeſt of every Body 
who deals in Ridicule ; witneſs the Peripatetick Philoſophy, 
Whoſe Fate demonſtrates, that however clear-ſighted Men 
JJ V ain 
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of People are diſguſted at it; by Degrees as they become 15 


are to diſcover the Foibles of an antiquated Syſtem, tis ne 
in Millions that can perceive them in a_ Syſtem in vogue; 

- whence it is eaſy to obſetve that the implicit Faith we re- 
poſe in our National or Party Principles, and the juſtneſs 
in which they appear to us, is a real Property of Habit, 
and follows from it without any neceſſary Dependance on 


IJ0o this deceitful Property we may attribute the heredi- 
_ tary Cuſtoms and Doctrines, that are handed down from 
Father to Son, arid in particulaf Countries have gained a 
Cutrency among the Croud, with 1555 Security and in- | 
' ſuſpicion of their Abſurdity. An Engliſpman who travails. 
_ thro” Spain or /tahy, or any other Popiſh Country, is ſhock'd. 
at the Bigotry and religious Fooleries he ſees practiſed dai- 
ly, and while he wonders that any People can be fo egre- 
giouſly impoſed upon, he in the Gratitude of his Heart, 
bleſſes his Fate for being born in the Sun-ſhine of Senſe _ 
and Reaſon, which in his native Soil is not only free to 
3 _ thoſe whoſe Underſtandings are cleared by a good Educa- __ 
tz ion, but to the very common People, who by their own 
| Senles and their own Reaſon, examine and judge the moſt 
Exalted Truths. On the other Hand, it is equally true, ' 
that an ahan Virtuoſi, or a Gentleman of the Neighbours  - 
ing Kingdom of France, who happens to reſide any Time 1 
in England, is no leſs offended at the Prejudices that reizgg 
not only among the common People, but thoſe whoſe For- 
tunes and Stations ſhould raiſe them above the Errors of the 
Vulgar. He is firſt ſtruck with the contemptible Idea all 
Ranks of People entertain of himſelf, and every other 
Layman bred in Popiſh Countries, as that he is kept in 
Ignorance, and debarred the Uſe of his Reaſon ; or if he 
g breaks thro” the Ignorance his Church impoſes, that he is 
3 no ſincere Papiſt. He at the ſame time, cannot avoid tak- 
ing Notice, how well ſatisfied they are of their own Su- 
Periority in point of Knowledge: and Reaſon ; of which 
1 Opinions he very ſenſibly feels the Effects in the Infolence _ 
with which he is treated. As he becomes better acquain- 
= ted with the People, he wonders how any reaſonable com- 
mmunicative Creature can amuſe himſelf with Smoaking 
And Drinking, and cannot reconcile himſelf at all to hole ol 
boiſterous drunken Squires, who are never ſenſible of theis ' _ 
Freedom, till they deface the Man, and every Lineament 
| Uat can denote” » Rational Being,” "Hg "cannot look on 
6 REM. 5 8 „„ . . $4.7 85 8 : — 1 | 55 "thoſe 
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Mind, 


5 and Compaſſion, oh Which it is originally ded” wy 5 
* adorned. Nor gan he be a Witneſs of, the Deprayity. of 


Sh 'eVince. the "Neceſſity of; th inkin 1 82 our own Re 
0 t 


5 vi A. fall to STAY Bodies Share 3 büt Whatever are.thg 


6 9 and 8 e, whe 
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Pe ey ph 


þ the Hearts of 


1 witho gh 1 enting the. Dog favity of. the Human 
'bereave 


emblies, demonſtr2 


in their fayoprite, 23 


the p oliteſt Afl 5 

i e the, univerſal Contem mpt for "the. Clergy,. and i in 

8 | 

„5 00 of the Ridicule every Thing grave and ſerions, 

wee with, and heſitate a Minute to. M17 that the, 
1 de aon, the common bought, and. the Dec 8 8 To 1 5 | 


1Cuous, on every, worthy Mind, are. univerſally corrupted. 


5 ; 206 debauched chere, and are Do longer capable ok. make; : i 


honeſt, Judgments. And the eluſt of our Stranger's 
Obſerver 1 Wo that juſt 1 5 dur Traveller, he WI 
ory in h js own an Waco 88 s den 5 


in 


7 


2 8. 0 Bar 13 91 gather 2 0 e 3 


Fo 2e 140 95 iiculcating i is, "hae \ we aſe Kg to. ous = = 2 
24 Bk ; peculiar = 


judices as if we by hols Win, ed, mean, 5 
Suki ices and, A fond Partial. to Our own, ATE 
= genuine Growth * and We akne 5 f. human Nature, 1 
T. which . All. Mankind bow; from which e 


and d Judgment, With Diffde nge, to ole. who. are: willing 5 


85 + irradiate the Mind with 9025 Lig ht, of Truth, and: 9 
© elevate 1 it above. 4. 0 Errors. Bs 1 
1 85 never be pro duced, but where. there 35 an uncommogj 


18 Self-diffidence Town 


randeur of Soul, and generous extenſive Notions, that : 
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Mankind, we will "get ; a.clearer Conyickion of the univerſal 
Dominion of Pre ejudice,, and of the; Nfficulty. of introdu- 
Sg, Truth i in 10 Where Errer "has. got Poſſeſſion of | 
1 's Jud gments; and yet Experience 5 us. that th he - 
Atoms, ine lanners and Opinion 5.,of N Nations 79 5 
Je and conſequently. that it 15 not umpoſhible. to 191 
Error however elta ſhed. \.'Tratt has ve Ty. pow 0 
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the Reception of Truth. It is n that when any 5 
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- Notable Diſcovery i 18 made, whole Eſtabliſhment overthrow | 


_ Doari rines'or, 8 ſtem of: Conſequence, that are ſettled 


and approved, it is always oppoſed by the Body of the 


8 N accounts 0 tio 

4 be expreſſed; for them. 
der his Authority here 1 Is, e we $364 not. to let Truths 

= 0 Conſequence to our Fellow⸗ Creatures lie dormant in De- 


5 


, 3 Truth in its real en andi t 
ing extreamiy rarel 115 n 0 of their 3 
| 8b 


1 1 1 N W. Tryal O deal, or 


Learned, and in general by thoſe whoſe Minds are (as it 
Were) groyn ſti tiff and intractable, and makes the firſt Im - 
 Preſſiop on the young and diſengaged, | Socrates (hom, $ 


1 to have mentioned before, as an Inſtance. of a. 5 


N G to Prejudice, by the meer Elevation and Strength of 
Sspius, who, was inſpired by; a diviner Intellect than any, 
Ster natural. Man, and taught a Syſtem. of Acdin 290 Do 
1 that became the rational and noble Spirit the 

eature is endued with) met with . perpetual Op- 


Thinking ng 


poſition from: the Sophiſts the wiſe Men of his Days, whom 
ver as incurable, 9 and. addreſſed himſelf to the 
Youth 


th 
800 far 


2 tothe 


or his Applicati 
The Ma 


7 ' 


air, becauſe the Crowd i is prepoſſeſſed againſt them, ſince 


however incorrigible the prejudiced Part of Mankind be, | 

iere ſtill remains a Path. for "ruth... Other: Concluſions of 
2 Moment may: be drawn, from what I have ſaid, as that 
the Judgment and Senſe of Ferſons educated in a, Set of 


rinciples are jaundiced and un 7 for comprehending 
t Reaſon and even Learn- 


but; 5 7 We 
e 


9 Ca 4 7 5 that > nh Judge. with, th he — 8 
: 5 of the, > Emma Manie it is . that in ſuc Matters 8 
| nd.conc 8855 with .. NY little. C nſidera - . 
ombat of our Fore. 


fathers were as likely to make a juſt Determination. My 


Deſign in the Fc is to gconfute ſome. vulgar 


e we Nth Ho has e of, Td 
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wi 9 were: yet eee e in a Manner that was per⸗ 
| Har, affectionate, and en e. This naturally | 
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how SubjeQs of thoſe Siſter Hands, I hope nr 8 4 
e Candour and Tmpartiality, whom I am very deſirous * 
. will diſcern that they are the Fruits of a high 
aſſion for Truth, and a fincere Regard for my Country- 
men, and this Diſpoſition without any Ornament, I muſt | 
. beg of my good-natured Reader to accept, inſtead of the 


Talents that give Grace and hd to e in Which 
1 am ſenſible I ſhall fall. 


1815 N 3 


1/"There ib not one Who: FOR apt i into . e political Tus 
ws have ſwarmed over theſe Nations for a Century paſt, 
or converſed with any Body who reads 4 News-Paper, but 
knows well that it is an effential Article in the political 
Creed of my Countrymen, which has given a deep Tince 
ture to their Reaſoning : That civil Conflitutions were ori- 
8 eftabliſhed, and Societies formed by the Authority 
55 the Perple at large, who of their cwn 1 Motion and 
al, united for the ſake e Security, and the other Ad. 
wantages ariſing from Society. To countenance this Doc- 
 trine, it is obſerved that Man in a State of Nature, by which 
is meant a wild State of Liberty, wherein he runs upon 
lle Common alone, unſociable, and untamed like a Brute, 
finds himſelf environed with a great variety of Dangers and 
Evils, from which he is unable to defend or extricate him- 
ſelf while he continues in Solitude; that in this precarious 
State, it was natural for ſeveral to join and conſolidate | 
their Forces, ſo as to form one great Fatale ſuperior to 
any Power on Earth, in which each Particular found his. 
Advantage. This Tenet taken alone is very harmleſs, 5 
I muſt own would pleaſe me, becauſe it reſſects Reſpect and 
Value on the loweſt Claſs of People, who (fuch is the 
Se Mankind) are fubje& to be inſulted on Ac- 
count of the very diſtreſs of their Situation, if it were not 
laid down, in order to raiſe thereon a Principle very dan- 
gerous to Society, and fatal to our Conſtitution, 1 
Tenders it neceſſary to examine the Truth thereof waril 4 


and u the cloſeſt Inſpection I can poſſibly make into 
_ * Lese, in 15 Na- 0 
8 it does not ſeem to me, to ariſe from dence, 
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any innate Spring of Action, but by Metives of Ad- 
vantage or latereſt, ariſing externally, and impreſſed on 
the Mind by Experience; yet, I muſt acknowledge, that 


notwithſtanding the Profuſion of Logic, that has been ex- 


pended on this Point, I never could perceive Grounds to 


fſuſpect even for a Moment, that the common Inclinations 
or Appetites are the Effects of Self- love or Deſign; or 
that they are not innate Principles of Action. It i 


true, this Opinion of mine is not quite conſiſtent witk 


the ſelfiſh or irreligious Schemes, becauſe it ſuppoſes a 


mighty Power in whom we have our Being, work within 


a us in a regular Manner, without conſulting our Wills, 8 
whom the ſimple Countryman feels and adores, and yet 
is utterly.imperceptible to the Philoſopher, whoſe natural 


Senſe is blinded by the Superſtition. of a Syſtem, and un- 


able to penetrate. the Cloud that Learning has caſt over it. 


There are ſome Things ſo exceeding evident, that where 


the Mind is not managed and perverted by a precedent 


5 


Courſe of Learning, no Arguments againſt them will ever 


* 


en nor are they capable of being rendered clearer. | 


by any Thing ſaid for them; of which Kind I take the 


| Caſe before me to be, and therefore, I will venture to 
affirm, without any parade of Argument, that the com- 
mon Affections and Appetites of Mankind, are inſtinctive 
Principles, or Sources of Adion; that they are the plain 
Impreſſions of a ſuperior Power, whoſe Energy we feel as 
ſenſibly as we do the Force of a Torrent of Water, that 
bears us violently along; that we are not the Authors oer 
Projectors of them, and that the Inclinations and Appetites _ 
are the Inſpirations of Nature, impelling us in divers In- 


ſtances to very myſterious Actions, and to mighty Ends, 


which ſhe brings about with an Economy that eſcapes our 25 
moſt diligent Enquiries. The Origin of Society, I loo 


upon, to be chiefly owing to ſome human Inclinations,. 


along with certain Circumſtances and Qualities. peculiar to 

| Man, which have been admirably adapted and aſſembled 

for that grand Sade , the Author of our. Nature, but not 
to any prudential | 


| Views. of Advantage of our own. | 
However, if Men like to call the Affections ſelf-intereſted 


Motives, I do not Quarrel with Names; what I would be 
_ , underſtood to mean is, that Men were originally initiated + 
nn Society, by the meer Dictates and Management of our 
Nature, without their intending it, and that they became 
ſociable without being aware thereof, or forming any . . 


e Delgn for that Fuge. 
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cſtinctty) want proper Names, this happens when the Paſs 


nde of them, than we do of the Air that ſurrounds us in "= 
im; they are the Storms and Hurricanes of the Mind 


_ Eiating or herding. It i is alſo to be obſerved; that Cuſtom 67 5 


| Hi 6, whether calm or violent, though it will never give 
to 2 new one, or extinguith totally one that Nature 
Bas lighted up in the 'Breaſt The Eftects of Cuſtom 
on this Paſſion in tame Cattle,” who naturally Flock to- 
. but haf ppen to be bred: with a different 1" 
"when G Sheep or Goats 'are feared with Calves or 
oe ie dle for then they will ſeldom 
aa 25 "Company of their own. Kind much, though 
this ſhould rather bè termed a Diverſion than a _ 
of the Paſſion ;/ for they herd with the Cattle” they hav 
Been acenſtomed'to. If any ſhould” ſuppoſe, that what 1 
Call 4 Paſſion of herding or aſſociating, is wholly the Effect 


ek Cuſtom; let thetn reffect that Cranes, Geeſe, Deer, 


© Sheep, and ſeveral other Kinds of Animals Which every 
TT may recollect, being left to the Dictates of Nature, 
always flock together, which Woodcocks or Cuckoos, 
and moſt Kren eee of Prey never do, and ſome Kinds are 
__ vaſtly fonder of aſſociating than others, e any = 
of Reaſon, buf that they: are naturally ſo.” * e 


- *Phough the Aﬀfoctation of fever Species es 
pes beyond Contradiftior,” yet "How they become cone 
ſticus of their Kind, and 42 ih their un Tribe 
Among the vatious People af the'C reation,” or What are the 
Links that draw them to gether, te 'pccult enou hy how- 
Ever even here, where Now wraps herſelf i in Clouds, we - 
- may y geta 1 1 if we Carry Along g witl 5 

is the Method ſhe 6 corivoke the Humafi Nhe, (which CN 
is more confpieuous' to us,) and' Horrow ) Tight there! 5 

1 Infant* fron!” the Tithe he is able to ſettle his Eyes on 
. tention; , diſplays" 4 foo the 5 : 
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ions are gentle and conſtant, and affect us in an even un- 
chaageabſe Manner, in which Caſe we take no more No- 


Wat raiſt our Attention. There is one of thaſe mild | 
_ Paſſions' common to us, and many Species! of Brutes; 
Which on Account of the Effect E call à Paſſton of affo< 


Hadi goes a Rreat Way to ſtrengthen or debilitäte any Pa- . 
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human Countenance and Voice, which is neither liable to 
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mould e or that determinate Emotion. of the _ 
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to expreſs their Griefs, their Joys, their Rage and Love, 
Language of Senſe, and 
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Aua or no, there is great reaſon to believe, that their wild 
Mature -inſtructed Strains, that call together the Sexes in the 
WW  _ Seaſon of Love, ſound ſweet and melting in their Ears, far 
beyond the Imagination of Men. For the Charms of Sound 
lte the Charms of viſible Beauty, depends ſolely on In- 
#1  Uin&t. The Reality of a ſocial Language, and an intelli- 
= gent Communication by Inſtinct, that connect the Species, 
nnd ſeparate them from other Creatures, as utterly diſcon- 
_ . certs. and confounds all that regular train of Arguments 
Mr. Locke has brought againſt innate Ideas, and alſo that 
= curious Labyrinth of Logick, with which he has fortified | 
, that what Men mean by the Species of 
WT "Things is merely nominal, and that ſuch Diſtinctions were 
not made or intended by Nature, as the Inſtance of walk. 
ing formerly, did all the ingenious Arguments the old Phi- 
loſopher brought againſt the poſſibility of Motion. To re- 
=  turnto What I was ſaying awhile ago, of the Power of Ha- 
dit, in weakening or A ua a Paſſion; during the tedious 
IÜmbecility of our Youth, and the length of Time we are 
obliged to live dependant in a Family, the Paſſion. of Afſo= 
-, _ eration acquires ſuch Influence over us, that afterwards So 
. Iitude for any Time becomes inſupportable to us, and we 
Arte unable toreliſh any other Bleſſing of Life bereft of 
 __ - human Intercourſe. It is carefully to be remarked, that 
Mature ſeldom produces any thing in full Perfection, or in- 
=_ _Gependant for its Perfection on ſome other Parts of her 
Works, ſhe delights in Complication, and in uniting a 
= multitude of Wheels into one grand Machine, while her- 
ſelf the ſecret Spring, retires behind the Apparatus, or 
tems well pleaſed to be loſt in it; in this Complication | 
beer firſt Wheel or (to uſe another Metaphor) the Seeds of 
Effects, from which they really vegetate, are often exceed- 
ing minute and diſproportioned to Fo Production, Which 
depends on ſeveral other things for Perfection; the little 
=_— Aadtive vigour we ſee in helpleſs Babes, is the true Spring of 
i that Power, that rears large Palaces, Cities, and Fleets, 
Time, Nouriſhment and Exerciſe, are neceſſary to make. it 
$row, but are no Cauſes thereof; the ſource of 'Thought 
in Infants, is equally weak and flender. In like Manner our 
© Inclination for Society, is originally but juſt perceptible, the 
__ - Habit of communicating with our Kind, which is the Effe& 
pf the Condition of our Youth, nouriſhes and ſtrengthens 
nit; whence allo it happens, that thoſe who are bred in 
72A 
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„ . City, are more impatient of Retirement, than thoſe 
wWwbo have led a Country Life. But ſtill this Inclination 
for the Society of our Kind alone, would no more enable 
Aus to form a civil Conſtitution, than it does ſeveral o- 
ther Species of Creatures, who ſeem equally. | fond of 
|, herding, if we were not endued with ſeveral other Qualities, 
that mainly conduce to bring us under the Regulation of - 
| | Government, Man has the moſt Subrilty, as well as the 
moſt Docility of any Animal on Earth, both of which Qua- 
_  lities he ſurpriſing ene when he is preſſed by Neceſ 
ſity, and has any Views of Succeſs. The Order and Sub- 
 _ ordination, the Encouragement and Correction, which the 
Dependance and State of Infancy give Occaſlon to, pro- 
dAdauce Effects in a Family (the Epitome or firſt Sketch of a 
_ __ Commonwealth) which can hardly paſs unobſerv'd by the 
. Children of the firſt Parents, whence a very ordinary In- | 
vention may take the Outlines of Government in full Pro- 1} 
portion. But of all the Requiſites to Society, aſſembled 
by Providence in the ſyſtem of Man, there is none that 
more remarkably flings open to him the Bars of Civil Com- 
munity, ſhut by Fate to the other Creatures, than the Uſe 
pf Language. As the Origin of Language, like the Origin 
of Society is owing to the Action of Nature, retired as 1 
may ſay behind the Curtain, and like it is attributed ſolely _ 
to the Art of Man, by thoſe who ſee not beyond the Sure 
face of Things, I will inveſtigate it as briefly as poſſible, 
to give an Idea of the Method ſhe takes to fulfil her Pur- 


oſes, in the myſterious. Plan of Humanity. The natural 
Expreſſion of Man is of two Sorts, Geſture which comes 
to the Mind by the Eye, and the Tones of the Voice which ._ 
becomes ſenſible by the Ear; both of which are uſed with _ 
grout Promptitude and Efficacy, by Children before they 
learn to communicate their Thoughts by artificial Signs: 
But when they come to ſpeak their Thoughts, they gradu- 
ally lay aſide their Geſticulation, and the affecting Tones 
of Voice, though they are never ſo entirely weaned of 
Nature, as to diſuſe them totally, eſpecially in Paſſion, 
When the Soul flings off the Dilguiſes of Art. Words 
' &F are dead and inanimate Repreſentations of our Ideas ; 
; but Geſture and Cadence give Vehemence, Life and Elo- 
gquense to Diction, and drag the Soul along by a Force 
P hich it cannot reſiſt. It is not out of my Way to take 
VMotice, that graceful Dancing being an agreeable Regulation 
of Seſture, and the Charms of Muſic ariſing from ä | 
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*cople. born deaf, and aeg 1 5 07 inca Pable of If Perch. 15 
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x. 5 : | Are continually chattering . they 7% making” their 
5 Th Jene Poe the OT; hear themſelves, not "mean 
10 be underſtagd by Words, which demonſtrates' that the 


Voice, I mean the ee Elocution of "Man, 15 "the ſpot 


taneous Aﬀion of. Nature, f making an Effect to deliver the 7 8 


2 of. the Mind, without any Sch leine of Lan- : 
Rage. priori in the Infant whole. e flows out wi 


1 £7 


© Expretion, any more than the ſame Infant epriort 555 TY 


e Aion of the Nerves or Sinews, when it rolls the Ey 


the, Management of dumb People, (who Hae bay = 


| 1 58 igns for each of their quaimtance which they 60 5 


not uſe promiſcuouſly) i is, that he human Sag gacity fever 


15 fails G of. 1 the N Negeſſit) of A the fame 


{| ta the. my Ideas, Or Objects, In order to: be Under- . 


gn 
d. Now if we hy together, theſe human Properties, 


; A Propenfity. to. utter our. Ideas by tlie Voice —To A. 


Tinguih or point out our Ideas by Gelure, Dur Ingenu- | 

aty in ufi : invariable Signs kor our Ideas, e With the „ 

Sreat Vos of. the bümag Tongue, ye. will eafil ly * | 
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b NO. 5 zenuit that keeps dumb LES 
uſing the fame ns Or: otions. at Random! e 
29 7 thoſe who are not dus from uſing. 
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noi Random 1. once People advance fo far as to a pro- T 
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Words ſtand for, or repreſent our Ideas, and our Ideas 
are all Gmple themſelves, or compounded of ſimple 
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"It is notorious to every Body who opens bis Eyes 
and looks about him, that Qualities (if I may ſpeak here 


in the plural Number) are perceivable in various Ob- 


2 * +; n : — - 0 


1 — 7 ſo exactly ſimilar, as to be utterly undiſtinguiſh- 
Able to Senſe, fo as to occaſion ſimple Ideas between 
Which there is no ſort of Diſtinction or Difference; or 
in other Words, that we obſerve. the ſame Quality re- 
fiding in many different Bodies, and receive the ſame - 


ſimple Idea from great Variely of Objects; thus, 
the Coldneſs and Whiteneſs of ſeveral. Flakes of Snow 


2 
8 


dropping beſide each other, the Heat and. glowing Co- 


| lour of ſeveral Coals of Fire, the Fluidity and Tranſ- 
parency of ſeveral Waters, the Solidity of ſeveral 
Stones, and the Roundneſs of ſeveral Rings, are ſo exactly 


ſimilar, as not to be diſtinguiſhable by any Effort of 
- Senſe; I cannot from a Million of clear Rivers get dif- 


| ferent Ideas of Liquidity, nor from Millions of Rings 5 
Raundneſs; I ſee the whole Hea- 


get various Ideas of 'E | 
vens whatever Side I turn, ſtained with a lively and uni- 
form Azure, but my Idea of Azure is not altered by 
my different Proſpects of the lofty CATE that ſur- 


Tounds the Earth, or the vaſt Extent I travail over with 


my Eye. There are many intermediate Shades percei- 
vable between a deep and a light Green, but if there 


mould be a Million of diſtinct Bodies tinctured with any 05 


* 


Fd 


one particular Shade, the Mind could only be poſſeſſed - 


of one ſimple Iden anfwerable to the Colour of them 
all; as when 1 look over a whole Wood of Oak Trees, 


155 or the numberlefs Leaves that cover them, whoſe Ver- 


dute is equal; though 1 may diſtinguiſh one Tree or 


One Leaf from another, in regard to the Situation of 
Size, I cart by no Means conceive diſti 
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tat Opinion aſſerted that the Formation of them is ex- 
ceeding abſtruſe and difficult, Lam oblig*d_in.deference 
to ſo great a Name to ſhew how general Words (whichy 
are the nobleſt Part of Language, and the chief In- 
ſtruments of communicating Knowledge) came into Ule , 
but firſt let me premiſe from that Author, that our... 
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ow to ke 00 the One of 92 
Words; there are few de that do not reſide in 
more Boss than one, Or to. ſpeak more accurately, | 
- the Tame "undiſting nguithable Tdea 1 15 tefle&ted to-. the. 
Mind, from Aﬀerent Senſations,” and different Objects | 
of Selle, Which Idea on that Account is general, 
aN aft thats "Quality throug gh. the various Ob- 
. from which it is perceived, Bhd conſequently tlie 
Name thereof muſt be general, ſeeing that it repre- 
ſents a general Ideas; for Inſtance, if the Fluidity 5 
Vers, Springs, "Seas, and Lakes, 87, appear fs . 
ea in 
13 Mind for the Huidity of Rivers, prings,. Seas, 
Lakes, 9 90 Idea is general (repreſents. equall 15 
20 rtain ſenſib Quality in ſeveral . Waters, Au | 
Man Who "underſtands Eigliſh- calls Fluidity) an Won | 
Hein a calculated to ſtand for Bur 17 0 the l Which 5 
by. an Engl; 8 


s for that Idea, whether forr Nec 
Ir a Savage ma ay be 1 795 5 f Gr. an 


are general. F 5 
Collection or 8 1 8 of porn i 
Feral Parcels 9 Matter, as when. we ſee Nel {Re 
or Vegetables of exactly the ſame olour, Taſte, Con- 
rüction, Virtues, Ee. and agree to a T ittle in Al Rez 5 
WE ng except accidental Qualities, 1 ich as Time, Place, 25 
Size, Sc. (in; which the various arcels of Matter may 
differ, though the Creator ſhould make all Matter per: 
_ katy Ro res or of one kind, 1 there- exiſted 
but that one ure Element in the £ Creation.) Our 
Idea of ſuch 4 e 8 ſtem reſi ding i in various Bodies, 
Will be a eneral Idea 8 ve. will or no, for 764 7 
fame 12405 that a ſim mp le « 1ality in different zodies, 8 
8 by ſtriking the 1 75 in the fame Manner produce 
e ſame Lick, and the Jame annexed to ſuch. LES 
bf Matter or Subſtance, Will be a g ore n and 


* 


vill 1 1 vera e! odies. The hi 5 | 


4 £0 


Hal Cora Ba dies in . to. 1 5 _—_ 1 
e Works off five « or "tix Hundred Heads from | 


dom; 1 


. 


1 


| 5 = 7 ad. 5 
3 a Traveller who: has breakfaſted at Carlow, 8 
t 8 and ſu de Dublin, happenz to ſee one of 


_ thoſe: Drafts or 


opies at each of the three Inns, and 
the Reſemblance in his Mind; is” in each 


f a a Variety of Shades and Features, yet theſe 


"oO ſimilar in the three xactly, he will have the 
ſame indiſtinguiſhable Idea of them in his Mind, not- 


1 90 withſtanding the Difference of Time and Place in which 
he viewed them; tis true he may; remetnber to have 
ſieen one in Carles, another in Naas, and a third in 
Dublin, but though he ſhould ſee an hundred Gopies of 
the ſame Impreſſion in as many different Places, his 
dea of the Prints will be perfectly uniform and the ſame. 
We ſeen Species of Nature as ws Traveller ſees theſe 
Pictures, the Individuals bearing a ſimilar Impreſſion from 
the Maker's Hand, but differing in accidental Qualities 3 
and theſe ſimilar natural Productions will occaſion in the 
Mind a general Idea, to which when we come to 
give a Name; that Name will alſo be general. Thus 


by repreſenting the Ideas that Nature produces, and fol- 


= _ lowing in her Pract, we form general and ſpecifick, as 


well as proper Denominations, of which Mr. Locke 
might. have been convinced, if inſtead of placing his 
Eye on an Hypotheſis, which he has with the maſt ſur- 


—_ - prizingSubtiltyiof Logick, inter woven through his cele- 
| brated Eſſay, he had attended to Nature. Children make 


uſe of general Expreſſions as fluently and pettinently as 
ſo 3 Philoſophers, and diſcourſe of Apples and 


Plumbs ſignificantly enough, at an Age when _ are 


us little capable of -abſtrabtingras W N 1" mas 


| ; 1 1 I6-nhniclbes that ee ee e 
2 tatives of Ideas by Agreement and mutual Aſſent, but then 


is equally evident that no Mord could : be affixed to 


= 1 particular Idea by Numbers of People, if the Numbers 

bad not a Method of diſtinguiſhing and ſingling out the 
A qdea to each other prior to Language. I may inform a 
Stranger who underſtands Latin what Idea I mean by the 
50 Pee Light; or I may give my Countrymen ſome Idea 


an Elk, but neither Interpretation, Deſcription, or 
ition can be ſu ſeduthe Method of People, de- 


1 ſtitute vof Language, to render their Ideas * 


N ä . 
of 


* 5 
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f 1 und conſequently is incapable of learning your I 


Ireen . cate — robes; 16 


The Methodof. Gogling out our r ſen; ble Ideas, is 
8 the Senſe to the Archtipes or Objects of nts. 


X 5 * : . 4 ww Va » i N y 
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Pe 5 Let us conceive a Child who begins to prattle, for the 


_ firſt Time brought to a Window, whence he ſees a che- 
quered Proſ 8 conſiſting of a Mountain, ſome Fields 
Sgraized by Oxen Horſes, and Slieep; a River winding 


: through the level Part of the Landfcape, and ſeveral . 


Trees and Houſes ſcattered through it. Wherever ne 
turns his Eyes he receives a new; Succeſſion of Ideas, 
und every Thing appears in the ſame Colours and Form 
to him, that they would at any other Period of his Life, 
but ſtill he no more underſtands what you mean by the 
Words, Sbecp, Horſer, Fields; Treer, &c. than if you 
_ Had repeated ſo many Algebraic Terms in his Hearing, 
4ANg1 _ 
till you point out the particular Objects you ſpeak of 


And thus diftinguiſh the Ideas 10 Which yon annex 
1 Names. Nature, as I obſerv'd before; always directs 


Children to diſtinguiſn or point out the Objects of their 
own Ideas, and thus furniſhes them with the Means of 
2 univerſal Language, or Communication of Ideas, and 

repares the Way for artificial Language, as far as ſen- 
Able Ideas "the 2 — how did they contrive to point 
out intellectual Ideas, which have neither Shape nor Co- 
Jour, nor ſenſible Quality, yet are neceſſary to be di- 
Ainguiſhed W A TOP can Ne; e a 18 
ee bo 7 8 2 | . Mo iT 55 N r Sh. 
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When 2 hide. to . ah 


Senſe tolerably, ſuch as make accurate Obſervations on . ; 


the Actions conſequent to the Paſſions, and reflect on 
What happens in their own Breaſts, might perhaps be 
able to diſtinguiſh the Paſſions; and to characterize at 
leaſt the moſt violent to each other; but beſides that al 
the World cannot be Philoſophers, there are a great 
Variety of Emotions or Conditions of the Mind, that 
are not diſtinguiſhable by any peculiar concomitant or 
ſublequent Action, to which they naturally and conſtant- 
ly impel us, fo that they could not be pointed out or 
_ diſtinguiſhed, and conſequently could never be intelligi- 
bly ſpoken of no more than the Objects of Senſe before 
8 are * out and * to n n hor | * 
. . uthor 


Mind is affected, conſidered according as they ate ex-, 


; A » ; „ He ogy OS 9 W 5 + Kt Fi en P 2 E365 4+ * 28 1 A N < 
F - cording to Which it is to be remembered I diftinguiſh - 
T  them,) may be divided into three Kinds, or Gradations. 


readily pointed out as the Riyer or Tree. For Inſtance, 


3 perfeQly as a Philoſopher. The Lock alone of Love 


Forth its Influence and made itſelf ſenſibly felt. Theſe © 


Colours and gentle Shades, but being mixed and of a 


| larly underſtood by the Mind, give a Clearneſs, Strength = 
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Author of Human Nature had not endued us with an 
innate Language, expreſſive perfectly and without an 
1 Mioget of [Thndinga ned of BE) | 


a 


The Modes of Thinking, or the Manner in which 
preſſed by Symptoms more or leſs bold and vivid, (ac- 


Firſt, the violent Paſſions, that in a very ſtriking ane 
lively Manner tune the Voice, and model the Counte- 


Nance, the Air and Attitude of the Body, ſo as to be a 


when the Nurſe chides the Infant, and would make it 


| ſenſible, of her Anger, the, contracts her Brows, her 


 Mtions are haſty, and her Words harſh and abrupt ;.on 
the contrary, when. ſhe would have it underſtand that 
ountegance opens, a gentle Dawn 


the, is pleaſed, her Counteganc s, 2 gentle | 
Joy brightens her Eyes and plays 


Low N +2 

of Complaiſance and Joy brightens her Eyes and plays _ 
about her Lips, and her Voice becomes ſoothing and 
tender; Which Symptems the Infant -underſtands as 


and Envy have ſuch expreſſive Life, that Faſcination 


13s been attributed to them, as if the Soul had darted _. 


animating Paſſions get Names as readily as ſenſible Ob- 
Jes, becaule they are equally viſible and diſtinQ, ſuch 
as Love, Anger, Joy, Grief, .&c, Next to thoſe ſtrong 
_ Paſſions, are the tranſient and momentary. Emotions of 
| the Mind, that agreeably vary the Diſcourſes of People 
of Senfibility, and take off the Mind as it were in mild 


changeable Appearance, or too fugitive and ſlender, can- 
not be diſtinguiſned or apprehended by particular Names 
or Appellations, though they be exceeding intelligible to 
the Eye or Ear. Of thoſe faint Paſfions or Emotions there 
is an endleſs Variety, all of which kindling into View on 
the Countenance, or modulating the Voice, are moſt fami- 


* 


and Grace to Diction, and form a Supplement or Expla- 


nation to the Language of Words, that otherwiſe is in- 
ſufficient 40 render 2 Figure of our Ideas. Io ne 


1 
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| Inge. $1 their, Succeſs. þ lad we ſeen Demoſthents' or 
| 9 reſiſtab 


1 frog Men ike Celeſtial Fire, Conſiſted in this Di. 
1 2 ny Ac . Nature, which e out into View 
the fie E 

1 of the el Perhaps the celebrated Diſtinction oy 


for from, the different Predominancy of the 9 + © 7 | 
1 Pathons.above-ryentioned ; ; the Spirit of " Demoſthenes kad © 


re, and vi ble 4 to Senſe, the Inclimations al Aﬀe 


| no Language that thould utter the Sentiments, 
; W the TR. or e A, the, 3 to i 


3 ons 1 1 ot theſe | 8 8 Dialog "I 
that are 1770 great ropriet) faid fo be) acted gn thi 


Cicero Publick' to 4 free People, 85 erer "Ir- 
e has been ſo jut c to 

Thunder and Lightnir ag from Rona * er de 

_ ſenſible that their Words were by far the leaft affe&in; 

Part of their Eloquence, and that the ſarprizinig, Fnete 


of Man, and diſcovered the E eatütes 


two lluftrious Orators ; may be accoun 


ween t 


more Fo the ſtronget Pallions,. and rather of the fierceſt 


. 254 80 them „ * hich. eparre broke forth like a Torrent, 


a Fury, bore down every thing = 


rc 8 Soul Was 1 45 A tler Nature; and hi 
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age; but If Th g e be . 
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Fallon, it is 1 think evident,. that if Men were deſtitute 


of innate Ideas, and an innate * age inſpired by Na- 


ns of. whe ind could never 680 exf preſſed b art EY 
Signs, ard. conlec quently *ho. Laie forme thy leaft 
t 
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. are hs great C23 of 1 1 unn 4 . 
Notice of the Appetites of Hunger and, Tlirſt, Whien 
ſeem not to come within the Ditiſion I made, that not 
being attended by Any pee ar Symptoms, they coul 
never be contradiſtingufned by Appellations or Names, 
if they had not been attended by particular ſenſible Aer 5 
tions, as Eutin and 'Drinking, bia the Speaker wo 

be deſtitute of any Means of pointing out or determining | 
to the Hearer, what wow 'of ey. or Pain de en : 
to _ 0 ny Word. ea 5 wines 1 991 fs | 
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1 . -minure;" an nd "Ink indſcernable > "and therefors 
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city Tae: rde 10 ex ben ile 9 7 its | 
chief Recourſe is to borrow Words from ſenfible Ng 

| where the leaſt 'Analo gf or Similitude appears bet 

the intellectual and a Mater Idea ; hence we have in 
all Languages ſuch Happy 1 as the following, ? 
Reflecbion, Conception, Imagination, Referring, Gonturringy 
and the like, and” Tot: becauſe ſenſible” Aa are the 
Originals of all our Knowledge, as Mr. Locke fancies. 
This Method of painting the ſpiritual Mind by Hierogli- 
phieks: is an extFaordin r Inſtance of the ſubtile' Ge- 
nius of Man, but muſt be confi dered alſo as the fatal 
Sende of ſome very extravagant and dangerous Notions 3 
in ſhort it has given ſupport and ſeeming Conſiſteney 
to the me Kory ot Syſtem, by ' preſenting to 
view, intellectual Ideas in the Breſs and Appearance. of 
Matter; for by underſtanding figurative Expreſſions in 
the proper and obvious Senſe, Spirit has been rendered _ 
rab; Subflance has been underſtood” to be equivalent 
to Matter; Mora Evil confounded” with Natural Evil 3 
and the action of the Mind (Thought) with the Action of 
the Body Motion) white Mens Minds were habituated a 
that Kind of | Hypotheſis, that 'materializes the Mind, 
Hons” conceived: Thought to bea Quality * nero 


B * * bs, k wy 6 2 . 125 
F 4 . 0 wat? F {4 7 
's 4 * 5 ＋ » Er rs Ct N 


: « 
4 $%; * F F 1 AYES: * 0 7 A 
re 4 8 . Pls : od a "we. bs Pr” PEER Tay 8 
S 3 „ wy 3 3 5 2212 
1 * e $ or 6 iF F q 3 . * 4 3 2 We > 4 7 4 


1:40 e N T& 2 . * * 
3 ; Py * 


4 
8 


he: 5 
e 


N ng. 4 


* not Qualities, but little material Beings of deter- 


minate Dimenſions and Forms, lodged with the greateſt 


Fee, imaginable, in numberleſs curious Cells and 
Retreats in the Brain, and were put in Motion by a Set 
of the moſt ſagacious, beſt diſciplined; active, little 


Etrratures in the World, called Spirit; but what theſe 
Spirits are, and by what Power moved, directed, and 


regulated with ſuch ſurpriſing Rapidity and Exactneſs, 
thro? Meanders and Labyrinths a thouſand Times more 


intricate than the celebrated one of Crete, they do not 
Affect much to enquire into. That they are materia“ 


and actuated by an infinite Series of mechanic Cauſes 


backward, Wheel wen Wheel, ſcems moſt agreeable, | 5 


to the Syſtem, becauſe if an immaterial firſt 


Laue 5 allowed at any Step, the very End of the n noel bo | 5 

1 ypotheſis is overthrown, and all the i imaginary 

Fl material Agents, is rendered unneceſſary. . 
e 


— have they attempted to ſhew, that an. infinite, 


Series of mechanic Cauſes,  is-. poſſible; 5 or that the, 

niceſt Regularity cauld be — A by ſuch Cauſes, or 

dat a Creature made like a Watch, containing within it- 
ſelf, the moſt curious 1 and fineſt Movements, 


. could thereby be enabled to think. But to return, where. 


| Gilpaſſonate intellectual Ideas have no Analogy or Like- 


neſs among material Ideas, there Language utterly fails | 
us, and we are; incapable of deſcribing- what we. feel, 5 


which is otten the Caſe with Men of Senſibility; ſome- 
times indeed a happy Imagination will glance at a Mean- 
andi ſurprize us with a familiar Idea, hardly with- 


ing, N 
in the reach of Language, like a ſudden Light where we; 


expected to be ſurrounded with hopeleſs. Obſcurity ; in 
Which kind of Expreſſion, Wit ſeems; to me to conſiſt. 
From what I have ſaid; it follows, that verbal or artifici- 


2 Languague, is not of equal Extent with the Langua e 
of Nature combined of Gefture and Modulation, of, 
- which a good Actor is plain Demonſtration, and falls. 


t much ſhorter -- of the Scope of our Ideas, and that 
* of a delicate Imagination, are often in an inex- 


Preſſible State of Mind, called by the French 9 80 ne ſe ny 155 


dnd feel Ideas they canngt ptter, which ſhews 


Te. 8 * * it e that we are * 
able 
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Fes of Matter, 70 i. Wai mo "ED 9 ws „ 
nation, occupied er Mechaniſm and the Laws of Mo- 
tion, very ingeniouſly diſcovered, that Thoughts or Ideas 


5 that enter into. our daily Diſcourſe, and that if we were 
not endued with an innate. Language, apparent "to Senſe, - 
and originally underſtood by the conſcious Mind, we ; 
55 could never be able to form an artificial one. "The Bar- / 
renneſs of Languague is the Origin of Metaphors and 


| ſedof an Idea which Language cannot communicate, 
it naturally hath recourſe 10 Metaphor and Simily, and 


5 _ which the Mind labours. The unexpected Succeſs of 


— 


| Nag th at attend a juſtly placed Simily. The delightful . 3 


ment, but the Affectation for the moſt Part e 8 1 5 D 
Y the x and digults 1 of true Taſte. „ „ 


4 28 of our material Ideas by Geſture, which is employ- 


5 Tpontancoully,. and without premeditation make uſe of 


- evident. by the perpetual chattering of dumb People, — 
we are able to expreſs our Ideas by vocal Signs'or Words, 
which [ſhall paſs into univerſal Acceptance, or 'Curren- 


_ yariably to our Ideas; rom theſe natural Inſpirations (if 3 
I may call them ſo) and the prodigious volubility | of the | 


avoidable. Iſſue ; and appears to an attentive Perſon, to 


PL NH, . Ma the. Author ol 8 in hie 


N tion of Civil Society, but there are other human 
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: 5. in 2 Shade, and of ſtriking Light out of 
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Similies, for when the Mind finds itſelf warmly poſleſ- 


ſometimes, to a heap of. Similies, in order to ſtrike out 
enough/ of the Air and Pourtrait of the Idea with 


painting the Ideas of the Mind, Where they ſeemed wrap 


2 orms the Beauty, the Propriety, and Sur 


Senſation they light up ſuddenly in the Mind, made 5 
Writers uſe them in after Times, affectedly as an Orna- 
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pon the Whole, we te dittin gui our 1 | 
400 and Aeations' to Senſes. and point out the Arch-. 


in a . remarkable Manner, by Children to ex- 15 
preſs themſelves ; in an Attempt t6 utter ourſelves, we a? 


the Voice, as a frighted Perſon does of a Shriek, as is : 


cy, when we are able to diſtinguiſh thoſe Ideas to others 
by ſenſible Marks—we are ſoon taught by our natural 
Ingenuity, | the Neceſſity of annexing the ſame Signs in- 


human. Tongue, Language, is the genuine and unn 
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3 Confciences- — N Bol Men 1 up We. 
| vine Power, and. colours the human Drama with the 
1 - Hue of Religion. I cannot avoid that moſt conteſted - 

4 Diſpute, whether Religion be of innate and natural Ex- 
|  __ traction, or meerly the Effect © of Education. Mr. Locke 
Wi imagines he has decided the Queltion, when he has | 5 oo 
I'S bh . © ; ved the Idea fa God, Se. not / to be innate; but his ; 
+ Proofs only e to this, that wg # who deduce Religi- | 

on from the Idea of a God, are miſtaken, and the" Truth 

is, that the Idea of 4 God. ariſes from an innate tenden> 
e Mind to Religion, and not Refigion' from the 

 precotiception | of a Veity, which will a ppc When we 
are convinced, that we have, the, innate Prin 5 of Re- 

1 planted. originally | in the human Bréaſt, 2 74 
| vegetate into ſome Religion of other, as naturalh „„ 
Vine produces, Grapes, tho! they will be of er! "HE „ 
Flavour and. Tale, cortng, to the Soil” it Erows 8 


b Wh, A: 8 7H "9" api; . e hs EF 457 3 . gs, 
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6 Wenipper of, a Deity tell you, that 411 the 
5 1 Race have a natural Tendency to Religion, 
waich is of prodigious Effect in the N of Socie- 
ty, and that no Society ever. did, or in Fact could ex, 
3 5 without Tome Religion or other; becauſe” if Men 
were only ſ ſwayed by the Fear of Temporal Puniſhment, 
all the Ties of Sincerity, Honeſty, and Faith muſt ceaſe; 
0 Men wduld act like thoſe perfidious' States, . o are tied 
by 7 publick Treaties beyond the Views of O tenen . ; 
cy, Temporal Intereſt and Fear. of Power. 7 5 oy 
SE other Hand, obſerving the Univerſality of m 
and at the ſame Time its Effects, in rendering 4 2 
_., tation ſacred and inviolable, and being obh ed to "AC 
F knowledge 3 a Cauſe equall "univerſal, ſay that Superſtiti- To. 
on is the general Faible p "Mankind, which puts it in the 
Power of. Politicians and Prieſts to impoſe on the whole. 
Bae: Mrs Bayle indeed, (Without pretending to aſſert 
- that Superſtition, or the Religious Principle 15. not bo 
with us) attempts to prove that * might Patras 4 
civil Conſtitution, and that Reli 75 was got abſolutely” | 
neceſſary to Society, becauſe Let Mens | ſpeculative 
'*. Opinions, be what they will, 8 natural” on, of 
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Conſcience, that they cannot' poſſibly exiſt aſunder, 'that 


(OI 


_ or po . ee 
It is equally evident to Atheiſts, as well as Believers, mW 
that in the internal Compoſition of Man, there is a ſe 

_ Eret Leaven, or a Spring, which diſcovers itſelf in What 
by the one is called Religion, by the other Superſtition; 
they do not differ in the Thing which is undeniable, but 
the Name. Had Mr. Locke taken notice that this univer- 

ſal innate Source of Divine Worſhip is Conſcience, which 

= (to carry on the Metaphor) it iſſues out into Pro- 


while the Forms, the Colours and Situation of "Things are 


9 8 


4 
8 1 
* 


ſpect, varies according to the Soil and Minerals it runs 


chro'; I mean that Conſcience” being an innate Princi- 


le, and the never failing Fountain of Religion, in its 
Courſe through the Mind of Man, always carries along 
With it a Tincture of the Ignorance, the Prejudices, and 
Meakneſſes it finds there; whence it happens to vary 
| - among the different Nations of Mankind, he had not left 
behind him thoſe Sophiſms (to call them by no worſe. 
= Name) againſt the innate Principles of Religion, which 
amount only to a Proof, that it does not ariſe from the 
_  Ideaof a Deity; not had he publiſhed his Bigotry to an 
irreligious Syſtem, by "thoſe ſtrange romantick Stories 
he has collected of Atheiſt Nations and Canibals, who 
now we are become better acquainted with thoſe Parts of - 
the World, where they were ſaid to inhabit, have totally 
_ Uifappe red. like the Witches of 'Lantaſbire and Scotland. 
The Idea of a God atiſes :immediately from the ſecret © 


Check Which Conſcience gives to Villainy, for in that 
Check are involved the Ideas of Terror and future 5 
Funihment, both of which infer a ſupreme Avenger, 
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© © who. ſees-ntoithe'ſecret Soul; and this dreadful vindic- 
tte Idea, is what the Mind naturally forms of the Deity ;. 
- , _ _ Whenceit happens, that ignorant Sailors and Travellers 
aſſirm, that the Indians Worſhip the Devil, while: they, 
really worſhip, the tremendous Idea ſuggeſted to them. 
dy a guilty Conſcience ; a more benevolent and comfort- 
nde — of the Divine N the offspring of Rea- 
e 7 ſon and P hiloſophy, and OF 4 humane 12 4 emper, re- 2 
' *  volving the; beauty of the Creation and of Virtue. 
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. Gul” is an innate and univerſal Principle, and is 
UW * one of the chief Elements of that internal Compoſition 
8 Syſtem which produces Society. Compaſſion furniſhes 
us with a Fellow-feeling, or Senſe of the Calamities of 
> _ "pthers;. without which our Selfiſhneſs would irreſiſtibly 
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ſequent Effects, like the Source of Motion and 1 5 
in Infants, but comes to Growth by Time and Habit. 


B 5 
* 7 * 


| laid on as unawares and unſuſpected, before we had 
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Thought, or Power to. reſiſt, and which without theſe — 
and other. Ties of extraordinary Force, the haughty *' © 
- libertine Spirit of Man would have infallibly caſt of with 55 
Diſdain and Impatience of Reſtraint at a maturer Age. 
There are fe ho have reflected on the Nature of Man 
with any Attention, Who have not given Evidence of _ 
their Senſe of the immenſe Power of Selfiſhneſs over us, 
and the extravagant Tyranny. that exorbitant Spirit of  _ 
ndependance and Self- will exerciſes over the human 
Breaſt. Philoſophy. was invented and cultivated meerly to 
reſtrain it, and if we may be allowed to enforce an 
thing by Holy Writ, | the Life, the Behaviour, and the _ 
Doctrines 95 our Saviour, illuſtrate his Senſe of the li: 
bertine Paſſion of human Nature, in Colours lively be- 
yond all Imagination; and yet I believe very few ever 
conceived an Idea of this Paſſion equal to the Paſſion it- 
ſelf, which is generally too powerful for Reaſon, Virtue, 
Religion, Humanity, and even for obvious Self- intereſt. 
The ſuperlatively fine and elaborate. Policy of Nature (if 
1 may call her conſummate Wiſdom by the Name of Po- 
 hiey) to ballance this outrageous and gigantick Tyrant of 
the human Mind, and confine it within Limit, is no leſs _ 
remarkable. The habitual Obedience we are trained 
to, during a protracted and very helpleſs Youth, by Ne- 
Ceſſity itſelf, While our Faculties are tender and ſuppfte 
the mighty Forces of Pride and Love, both of whi ck 
attract us ſtrongly to our Kind - the complicated internal © - 
Syſtem that produces Society, together with all the - 
Pleaſures, the Conveniencies, and Enjoyments that de- 
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Poſition againſt it. But notwithſtanding, the corrupt 


tion of the Civil Laws and Government, of Religion, 


"> 


5 
/ a Z : 
; 1 N . 


* 4 a ” — 4 *\ F . . 
. LOS 73 ; 1 5 
+ K. 2 ; 2 * 7 y 2 * y 
4 F . 5 OY 


3 Lopes of. a” 
„5 


0 9 


e Mankind; ine bee 
ſubterranecus Fires that ſhake the Ground we reſt on, 
N Lan threaten from Time to 


ime te "involve e 0 


Pace Pon den an pare oo . — 4 

Emethiug like Homer's Repreſentation of the Gres and 
2 Armies, when Jupiter und Neptune ſuſtained the 
adverſe Parties, and held them in Battle by indiſſoluble 
| Bands whoſe Extremities were held by thoſe Powers. 
And accordingly Men cannot live in Anarchy nor avoid 
Ciety, and yet Society can never enjoy a Moment ſecure 
from the Attacks of the reſtleſs and dreadful Spirit of Free- 


dom and Self-will: An eternal Warfare muſt then enſue : 


between Government and Licentiouſneſs, without an 
« rfect Conqueſt, ' or of Ceſſation. 0 ; 9 L 
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of planning out familiarly the Schemes of Nature in her 


ak 
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pw W orks, that this natural Paffion I have mentioned, be- 
ing unſociable, Society cannot conſiſtently be ſuppoſed 

_ the off ſpring of Nature but of Art;——Ts6 this L anfwer, 
. by repeating what I have ſaid: before, the cbnſcious 


Symptoms that reveal Man 70 Man, the Love of human 


DCompany, Sagacity, 'Docility,' Language, Compaſſion, | 
_ "Conſcience; Pride, els long and early es % 
Family, Which is a Community” in Miniature, the 


pendanee on a 


Power and Tnflienice'of Cuſtom are all natural alſo, and 


OT "oblige Man to form into Society: At the ſame" Time - 


acknowledge that the Individuals of Mankind, haye 


"hitherto diſplayed 2" Spirit of Selfiſhneſs and Indepe 


"And'that this ubborn ſelf Paſſion, which we" abvaſs | 


_ 2 reconei ing theſe TE 1 tu | 


"abominate in others, is the great Enemy of Regulation, | 
and the Peace of Mankind. 1 deſpair 'by 2 6F 2 
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dance, tHat makes them -abhor Reftraint, even white it 

urges them to their apparent Intereſt, and the obvious 

Means of "Happineſs, and gives us Pielſure in our own 
Devices, thoügh they have n Merit or -reaſonable 
Motive beſides theit being our on darling Offspring. 
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Meakneſs, chat chequ 


Agriculture the moſt obvious and neceſſary Improve - 
| menty was not. ſo much as bead of in Greece, till many 
Fears after it was,glivided- out into little Monarchies, 
it was not known till very lately in ſome Nations, andalt 
this Day is unknown in many. ManufaQures for Cloatb- 
ing, the Building of Houſes and Cities, and the Uſe f 
Shipping, are all later Inventions. Without having 
Tecourſe to Hiſtory, which dire&s us to the Birth ane 
Infancy of the uſeful Sciences and Arts, the commoneſt 
7 Sailor who viſits the Indies or Afo rica, Can, inform us that . 
there are many Societies who live in great Harmony, 
who carry on cruel Wars, and muſt pay Obedience to 
their reſpective Leaders, who are utterly ignorant of 


ttßhoſe Improvements; which might ſuggeſt to us if we 
had no Hiſtory or Tradition to e IX the Ignorance * 
and Barbarity of our Anceſtors, that Societies were not 
 . originally formed for the ſake of the Enjoyments that 
depend on Society: All that [theſe Enjoyments and Ad- 
- _ vantages demonſtrate is, that Man's moſt. perfect State 
Ba State of Society. However diſtinguiſhed the ona . 
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1 of Man. OY Pe 4 0 7 "this. PE 3 . = 
= contemplated the Arts and Improvements that ethbelliſty 1 5 
Lie an allay its Rigours, is vain and partial; what | 
makes us thus conceited of our Penetration is, becauſe Txt 
„ nin nga that are actually made to our Hands, 
ſieem exceeding e eo to us; but we ought to refle@ that 
they are all the Effects of ſome Diſcoveries of Chance, 
drt of very tedious Obfervations, made generally 4 | 
g People of diſtant Ages and Nations. The moſt uſeful 155 
Arts Which our Wants and Neceſſities engage us to cul- | FF: 
tivate, have grown up to Perfection exceedin Wy lor 
And gradual, and there is no Nation on Earth, owever 
-  Ingenious,. inquiſitive, and populous, that does. not ſeem 
© | Inſufficient alone to make any conſiderable Improve- 1 
ment in any of the Arts and Sciences. A flight Re- 
moſpect to the Hiſtory of Mankind, or of the modern 
World, will fully illuſtrate what J fay, and alſo the in- 
Fo accuracy of the Opinion, that Men formed into SK - . 
- Munities on account of the Advantages that were to pro-; Þ 
=_ ccd from their political Convention. Let me here bk 
== #ferve that a State , Nature, (I mean the Phraſe) to 
| 


ſignify a+ wild inſociable State, is the Jargon of an Hy- 

=  potheſ, made uſe. of merely to impoſe a particular 

Seit of Notions on the World, for ſuch a State never 
= - exiſted on Earth, unleſs it happened that ſome of our 
1. ies were baniſhed, caſt away on an unknown Ce 5M 


or loſt in a Forreſt, or by ſome Atcident rent from the 
Mas of Mankind, who from the firſt Family down con- 
-  "tinuediin Society. Upon the whole I think it evident, Ls 
that the Doctrine of a Ne Aſſociation for Security |K 
And Selfeintereſt, is a meer 5 vw *. — „„ 
3 dation in Nature. | ä 
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© "There are two Methods or ee b or at it leaft of 
making a rational Enquiry" into the Generation of So- 
| ciety, 0 the, one is to look into the Nature of Man, and 
2s far as We have Light, to trace the internal Springs 
from Which it flows; this T have ſlightly done ; the other 
is co cortfult the Story of Mankind, and draw what In- 
formation we can from it, concerning the Birth of States 
= and Nations; this laſt would be the moſt ſatisfactory —_—_ 
CT—eesreſt Teſtimony, if the Story of different Nations 
Had been 2 from XY, 8 and "continued . - 
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imperfect, what we have appears like the Profpe& of a 
Eg By f i | EW . ; E f 
milly Country, we fee! a'few Eminences here and there, 
ccgether with what lies immediately near us, hut thoſe 
Eminences are ſeparated by interjacent Vallies that lye | 
entirely out of View, as well as the whole Space beyond. 
however in the enlightened Part of Hiſtory we have ſtiili!kk 
enougli to direct us, if we uſe it with an honeſt View to 
P’ii ß + a 
e ohs © of {Fd NR 


e e GEO Fs lr Cn LO Te . 
Ihe old Teſtament (which I will make uſe of only as 
2 Hiſtory wrote at a very early Period of Time, treat- 
ing of publick Tranſactions and human Affairs, with 
fiene Ae in Matters then well known, as not to 
bting the Character of the Writer or of the Writings | 
Ander Suſpicion): has determined what otherwiſe common 
SBegnſe might have ſuggeſted, that the Patriarchal Governn 
ment was the primitive and original Inſtitution. The 8 
next Authority in regard to Age and Authenticity is" 
* Homer, whoſe Beauties preſerve him down to us, he 
piints an Age after the human Race grew very nume- 
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raus, and overſpread the Face of the Earth, It is t:: 
dieient the Governments he treats of preſerved ſtil the 
_ Spirit and Model of the Patriarchal Form, and deviated © 
1 no further from it than what was neceſſarily occaſionded 
by the vaſt encreaſe of Mankind. Though his Kings 
Vere not then the natural Anceſtors of all their People; _ 
they were looked upon as their Fathers and Paſtors, and 
their Authority, like, the Authority of a Parent, attributed 
to Providence, or Fove, the Diſpenſer of Power: But 
F indeed the original Patriarehal Form and his Menarchie s |} 
have fo thorough a Reſemblance, that a Reader of or- 4 
dinary Capacity will diſcover it, even through the moſt 
minute Lineaments, and it is ſufficient to produce:both 
do the Mind together, to demonſtrate their Relatienn. 


. 8 N 
* K SH ES. 4 
U 7 5 


Aye 


If the Traces of the original and natural Form of 
Government, were eradicated every where elſe over tb 
Earth, we might find very exact and perfect Copies 
thereof lately in this Kingdom, and the famous Colon 
Tos 3 by it in Scotland: For being at a' very early = 
Period ſeparated from the Intercourſe of the reſt W 
M.ankind, they. preſerved thoſe ſimple Strokes! of Na- 
ttue, that were effaced almoſt every where elſe; be 
„ » . 26 
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Wuhich lignifies Children, each of whom was headed by the 

FPeirſtof the Family, or as the Iriſb expreſs it, by the Deſcent 

sd9tf the Head or Firſt-born of the Family. Among the Cuſ= 
tdioms which they have religiouſly preſerved from the 
_ - _. _  earkeſt Antiquity, is that of making publick Lamenta- 
and ſinging them in a mournful Strain; we have ſeveral 

of theſe Compoſitions preſerved down to us in the Hol7 
= Scriptures, of which the mourning of David over Fona- 
wan, and the hundred and thirty-ſeventh. Pſalm art In- 
ſitances of uncommon Beauty; there are three or four. 

* alſo entire in Homer. It was very natural for the People 
| | of. thoſe Ages who found the Life of Man abridged, 
wo ſeen Diſeaſes and Death let looſe to prey on them 
=  , with uncommon Rapaciouſneſs, and were ſad Witneſſes - 
= _ - of the Completion of the Curſe on themſelves and their 
=—_—  . unhappy Poſterity, to break forth into Lamenta- 
= tion and Cries at the terrifying Inſtances of their Fate, 
and thoſe Complaints fell naturally into a flow and 
melancholy Meaſure. I have not made this Obſerva- 

tion merely to reſcue à remarkable Cuſtom of my 
= Country from ſtupid taſteleſs Ridicule, it ſhews: very. 
= . © plainly how much the civilized Part of Mankind are im- 

N proved, out of a Senſe of their own Condition, and 
out of a Taſte for the moſt affecting and natural Sen- 
timents, which I ſhall have Occaſion to take Notice of 
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perhaps more than once. by, 
II. ſo evident a Caſe, as that the Patriarchat Form 
.  _ was the original Government of the Infant World, it 
would be Affectation to bring together many, Proofs, 
that is a Truth which appears quite clear to us, down 
through the Darkneſs. that covers the other Tranſactions 
5 of that remote and obſcure Time: The Patriarchs 
Right is founded on the Order of Nature, and is incon- 
deſtably the Regulation of the Divinity in the Plan of 
MMlan; the human Creature was ſubjected to the Patri - 
arch's Authority, by a Chain of Cauſes as ſtrong as 
| Fate, held and guided by the Hand of Providence: By 
the Death of the Patriarch, and the encreaſe of Man- 
Find, the Patriarchal Form grew up into Monarchy, -as 
 - _ naturally and ſpontaneouſſy as a Youth grows up into a 
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© Hiſtory affords us the moſt authentick Accounts of the 
Diſorders, the Diſſolution, and Regeneration of ſeveral _ 
Governments, which by diſplaying the Nature and real 
Principles of Man, the Infirmities of Government, the 
viſible Springs of its Life and Motion, and the Authori- | 
ty under which it naturally aroſe into Being, goes a great Þ 
Way towards ſupplying the want of an hiſtorical Ac - 1 
count of the Origin of Society, and alſo towards ſup- 
plying the want of a ſenſtbie Demonſtration of the rell 
Sources to which it owes its rſt Being, its Life, and 
Continuance after. Upon the cloſeſt Ehquiry, I do nos 
think a ſecond Inſtance can be produced, of any Go- 
vernment on Earth, that at the original Iniſtitution there- 
of was freely voted for by a Third, or even a tenth  - 
Part of the People collective, and conſequently that 
SGovernment canfiot with any Juſtice be attributed to 
the Authority or free Act of the People. It muſt be ac⸗ 
| knowledged indeed, that the particular Perſons who 
[erected a Frame of Government, or aimed on an Inno- 
vation in one already framed, generally endeavoured. to 
ſecure; the Crowd on their Side, and inſpire” them if not 
with their own Sentiments, (which might be ambitious 
or ſelf· intereſted) atleaſt with Sentiments ſubſer vient to 
their own, but while the Croud is made uſe of only as 
meer Inſtruments for ſecret Purpoſes, they afe litile bet- 
ter than a Hammer or File in a Smith's Hands, who 
performs his Work with them; it is true there is this 
ifference, that the Crond':afe endued with Life, and 
Thought, and ſporitaneous Motion; but while they uſe 
tit like a Horſe under a Trooper, or like -diſciplined Sol- 
diers under a General, who directs their Actions and 
Motions, all that can be attributed to them is Execu- ; 
tion: Wiſe Generals, in order to be well obeyed, have 
always endeavoured to poſſeſs their Soldiers with" the Be- 
lief, that the Advantage and Honour of thoſe under 
theni were their principal Motives; they have often by - 
their Agents prepared their Armies, to make their W-] nm 
e Deſigns appear the publick Deſire; and they. - 
have intereſted the People they led to be ſubſervient to 
their own Views: The Leaders of the People in like 
Manner cajole their Followers, but while the Croud are 
thus managed like trained Horſes or Elephants, who if 
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4 is: haye a little 8 of: - Reaſon, are * to take 5 
their Riders for their Friends and Fellow-Combatants, 


e 10 845 


1 | rerun Aer. 


and the adverſe Party for their Enemies; 3. they cannot be 5 


Called the Deſigners of their own Actions, but in reſpect 
to thoſe Deſigns are as much paſſive Inſtruments, as a 
Machine ſet to Work by an Artiſt, though they think and 

ruſh on furiouſly enough to Execution, and in all Truth ; 
and Propriety, whoever manages and ſteers them, is tobe 


regarded as the Author of their Actions, and the ſole 


Spring and Regulator of their Motions. Further it is 
_ worthy: of Conſideration, that if the Croud in all Na- 
tions on Earth, are not qualified to deſign their own 
Ac&ions, or freely and of their own accord to form or 


preſerve Society, but by the Laws of Nature are fatally 


ſiubjected to be managed and led 6 the few of Capacity 
and Artifice, then they are by Providence or 'Necelſity. 
2 rendered incapable 0 being the Authors of Govern- 
ment, which it behoves thoſe who contend for the 
Peoples original Authority, to 1 to e e de 
- 5 than they have hitherto. done. e e 


The dion Governments, of. 3 Otis n we n | 


F any Knowledge in the antient and modern World, ſeem” 


to have for their Authors either a Party (whether that 


_ Party conſiſted of one, or a few) whoſe Followers had 


Meapons in their Hands, and were aſſembled in . 
5, When the far ſuperior Number were diſperſed and 
lifarmed, like moſt of the preſent Governments in 
Eurepe; or the Chiefs and Directors of a ſucceſsful 
Conſpiracy, as the Conſtitution of the united Provinces, 


and of moſt of the antient Republicks of Greece and 
ah; or a conquering General, like the Monarchies of 
the Infidel World; or finally the Chieftains of a con- 

ö quering Army, who being originally independant, united 
- their ſeveral little Powers to invade foreign Countries, 
. and poſſeſs themſelves of new Habitations, and when _ 
 _ they had acquired them, formed one large potent Com- 
munity, into the Government of which they melted 


down and con . * it wane all their Tamer 
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ings, are cried. up by ſome Writers for generous Mos 


* 


dels © 


Vereignty, as much as their Safety would permit. The 

Druidi or Prieſts of thoſe Northern People, on account 
of che Intimacy they were ſuppoſed; to have with the 
„ vine Powers, preſided over moſt Matters of any Im- 
Portance, and had a mighty Influence on their publick 
Affairs. Their Office was a material Part of their 


_: fimple Conſtitutions, , and were the Effegt of the Piet, 


ol the early Ages of Mankind, and of the Condition 
of People who had no fixed Abode, and. no viſible De< 
pendence but the new Diſpenſations of Providence © 
cvery Day of their Lives. When theſe Adventurers 
cConquered fertile Countries, where Agriculture was 
| known and practiſed, and they parcelled out the Land -. 
into Seigniories, ATR are obliged to do where 'Til= 
lage is cuſtomary, the Clergy got proportionable fixed 
Revenues, and retained jbeir primitive Powers, with ſuch. 
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ww hen the Inhabitants of the North be an to 
Grounds, © they ſenit no more Swarms abroad,” for ber 
ſices that Tillage afforded an ine xhauſtible Fund of Pro- 4 
viſſon and Emp loyment- at Home, and ſo took awa the 


| ] | Wn not receive ale eehte '& F e 10 . 4 
5 thoſe of — iP c, ſent ro thoſe. yo wh phy 


. ſerve; that SubjeQtion is an üngfateful uneaſy 
Mankind, and cannot be maintained againſt our liber- | 


15) 


_ *Ehriftianiry. made ſome little Changes after in their 
Political Capacities, ſuch as Was the natural Effect of 
the Genius thereof. From theſe univerſal Circym- 


mahces it has happened, that the Northern Adventurers ; 


With a remarkable Uniformity, conſtituted their 88 
ments every where they ſettled of three Eſtates, a ver 
_ limited Sovereign, the Nobilit ity, and the Clergy ;. 3. anc 
to theſe the whole Body of the People, beſides were 10 
fect Vaſſals, far below the Degree of SubjeQs, And 
Here it falls in my Way ſo o opp rtunely, to make an 
Anſwer to Sir Naiffam Templk's Queſtion, Why the Nor- 
_ ithern' Hive, (as he calls it) has Fenles to Swarm? Th: t 
ITmuſt beg my Readers Pardon, for a mort di . 


ill their 


Cauſes of ch Emig grations; there always appears "20 - © 


3 ee and a e Tos 2 14 ane Enter: | 


of che which pars upon t ws Ring. 1 a ö 4 
mia be attributed to one or other of thoſe. Sources, * 
mentioned; I can recolle&t but A ſingle Exception, 

in the enlightened: Part of Stor) The Cantons f 
Switzerland and their Allies, why together make up 


5 reſpectable Contederaty, have formed t their ſeveral little, 

_ Conſtitutions on à popular Foundation; but their Polity. 
owing to Ciecumiſtances almoſt peculiar to themſelves, - 
which deſerve't to'be conſidered: As. an Introduction "to. 


the” Principles of their Conſtitution, I. muſt . ob-, 
oke to 


tine Dbfires without "the Fear of Puniſhment. or of 
e ; Owe? ver, adage Uitertes of Men reſolved” i in 
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to Anarchy, are inſufferable, and Society is abſo- 
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lutely neceſſary. to our Security, and well-being, ſome 


kind or other of Subjection is unavoidable, *. Thus oF 
DFR ID Tat, RT MESSE are Fae, Pia LO IS 4 . 1 . 
Men are as it were puſhed contrary Ways, by two migh- 
ty powers, thoſe which drive them into Sublection, ate 
Indeed ſtrongeſt, but the oppoſite, or tlie Spirit of Li- 
berty, hath alſo, its Effects, which appears where the 
Power that forces us into Subjection flackens in any wiſe; 
| whence it comes to paſs, that the ſame Degree of Sub... 
\ Jeon does not ſuit all People, for in Proportion as "= 
| Mens Lives and Properties are -expoſed 10 the s.. 
ions of their Neighbours, the Government is obliged _ 
to be always armed and nefvous for Defence, and 
therefore it is, that the Inhabitants of open, fertile, and 
deſirable Countries, ſeldom preſerve any Privileges. or 
Immunities, their perpetual Danger rendering à per- 
; Mousrains in moſt Countries, and of Tflands of difficult 
"Acceſs, or of Cities able to defend themſelves, and in 
little fear of a ſudden Invaſion, are more eager for tile 
| Preſervation of. their Liberties, than any other People; ; 
| which'is not vainly to be attributed to a greater Love of 
Liberty, or antipathy ts Stavery, than what "the reſt of 
Mankind naturally feel, but to this, that they are not 
preſſed to the harſh Remedy, by equal Danger” of the 
Rapine or Ambition of others, and are at the ſame Time 
enabled by their Fortificayons to refuſe the ungrateful 
Nor we may explain the Cauſes of that Liberty, 
which reigns among theſe Mountaineers; the Abs are 
the largeſt and moſt inacceſſible Mountains in Europe, a 
inſomuch that the Paſſage over them with an Army, 
Was long looked upon to be impoſſible and chimerical, 
and was after deemed the moſt illuſtrious Attempt and 
Action, of one of the greateſt Heroes that ever lived; 
the dwelling Places of the Inhabitants are in Vallies, or 
buge Caverns, fequeſtered from each other and from the 
World, by ſtupendous Ridges or Precipices winding 
round them, formed of. prodigious and frightful Rocks, 
Piled upon Rocks up to the Clouds, as far as the Eye can 
reach, covered above in deep eternal Snows, which 
| Teclude the wretched People from the riſing or ſetting 
93 Sun. "IG theſe impenetrable Barriers that ſecure them 
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. „Vinationse as were agreeable” to their new leg Con. 5 
litutiops, into Which their former Offices mingled. 
| Chriſtianity made ſome little Changes after in their 
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When the Inhabitants of the North began to 
. Grounds, they ſent no more Swarms abroad, for Bi 


viſtion and Employment at Home, and ſo took away the 


which deſerve” to be conſi dered. As an Intro 
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-political Capacities, ſuch as. was the natural Effe& of 


the Genius thereof. From 'theſe univerſal Circum- 


| rſtatices it has happened, that the Northern n N 
With a remarkable Vniformit , conſtituted their Govern: 


Fa 


y where they. fett el of three Eſtates, a very | > 


Himited Sovereign; "the Nobility, and the Clergy; 120 


to theſe the Whole Body of the People beſides Were Ab- | 
Je Vaſſals, far below the Degree of SubjeQs, And 


ere it fall i my Way ſo 12 # 0 tb to make an | 
Anſwer to Sir Fo Tan E's Queſtion, Why the Nor- 


thern Hive, (as he calls iy has ceaſed to Pale fe That 


F'muſt beg my Readers Pardon, for a fhort di l CE. 
al El * 


Lides that Tillage afforded an ine xhauftible Fund of Pro- 13 


Cauſes of their Emigrations; there always fret 5 
eatlier Diſpoſition, and a ſtronget for Love and Enter 


Prize, among a People WO lead idle Lives, free from 
Cake and Toi, than where they live labouriouſl and 2 
| oppreſſed with heavy Rents. As the” Sezthiany of. Afia 5 
did not receive tlie 3 of Tillage, ſo early/as. b 
thoſe of Europe, . they . 


hey: ſent forth thoſe. mighty, Swarms, 
who: poured over China, India, Perſia, 4 Aſia Minor, a and. | : 
Greece, long after their Neighbours in 2 urope madetheir : = 
laſt Eruptiem To feturn, I belleve few Governments, : 1 
of thoſe which aroſe upon the Ruins. of a former, but - = 
may be attributed to one or other of thofe Sources 1 
Have mentioned; I can recollect but afi fingle Exception, — 
in” the - enlightened” Part 'of Story. The Cantons on 


8 5 anch their Allies, wüß together make up "oY 
reſpectable Contederaty, have forme their ſeveral little 
_ Conſtitutions on à popular Foundation; but their Polity. 


is wing to Circumſtances almoſt peculiar to G2 6s, = 


ion to. 
the” Principles of their” Conſtitution, 1. muſt again ob- 
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ſerve; that Subjection is an ungrateful uneaſy | oke to 5 


Mankind, and cannot be maintained againſt our liber- | 


fine Dbfires without the Fear of Puniſhment, or of 
| Dangers „ e r 9 WMiferies of Men reſolved” in- 
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Men are as it were puſhed contrary Ways, by two migh- 
ty Powers, thoſe which drive them into Subſection, ate 


indeed ſtrongeſt, but the oppoſite, or the Spirit öf Li- 
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Mountains in moſt Countries, and of Iflands of difficult 
Acceſs, or of Cities able to defend themſelves, and in 
 Hitle fear of a ſudden Invaſion, ' are more eager for the 
Preſetvation of their Liberties, than any other People ; : 

Which is not vainly to be attributed to a greater Love of 
Liberty, or antipathy to Slavery, than what the reſt of 
Mankind naturally feel, but to this, that they are not 
Preſſed to the harſh Remedy, by equal Danger” of the 
- 1 of Alibi of others, and are at the ſame Tim. 
enabled by their Fortifica 
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Now we may explain the Cauſes of that Liberty, 
which reigns among theſe Mountaineers; the As are 
the largeſt and moſt inacceſſible Mountains in Europe, 
inſomuch that the Paſſage over them with an Army, 
Was long looked upon to be impoſſible and chimerical, 

and was after deemed the moſt illuſtrious Attempt and 


Action, of one of the greateſt Heroes that ever lived; 
the dwelling Places of the Inhabitants are in Vallies, or 
huge Caverns, ſequeſtered from each other and from the 
World, by ſtupendous Ridges or Precipices winding 
round them, formed of prodigious and frightful Rocks, : 
Piled upon Rocks up to the Clouds, as far as the Eye can 
reach, covered above in deep eternal Snows, which 
echide the wretched People from the riſing or ſetting 
Sun. To theſe impenetrable Barriers that ſecure them 
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TCTCecestures, we may naturally attribute their Stubborn- 


| heſs when they were Subject to a Foreign Power, and 
their little ſeparate popular Common-wealths, when they 
| afſerted their Libernes ; for being actuated by the ſelf- 
willed, independant Spirit common to all Mankind, 
they were not on the other Hand equally affected with 
the Motives of Obedience and Subjection. It is further 
to be obſerved, that, they had no Men of Wealth, or 


1 


177 Conttitutions ; that the influence or intimacy of 
Farticplars cannot bs extenſive in this Country, where 
ie Communication is ſo difficult, and the Inhabitants of 


: weighbguring Vales are as effeQually ſeparated, as thoſe 


of diſtant Provinces elſewhere; that the principal Con- 


. Tpirators when they revolted were no other than ſubſtan- 
tial Peaſants, without extenſive Deſigns or Capacities; 
that the Country is poor, and inauſpicious in more re- 


* 


_ _ "their patfimonious way of Life, to which the barrenneſs 
of their Conntry habituates them, preſerves them from 
the Temptations. that always corrupt Men, debauched 
by Luxury and Extravagance, againſt which no Moun- 
tains or Seas, Fleets or Armies, are a Defence. Thus 
the popular Government of the Swiſs, is owing to Cir- 
_cumftances peculiar to themſelves, and is rather to be 


”  _ , | TpeQs than, one to the Spirit of Ambition: And that 


__ _ conſidered as the kind and wonderful Contrivance of Pro- 


Vvidence, to make amends in Liberty to a People, other- 

Wiſe doomed to Wretchedneſs, than as a Model to the 

' Inhabitants of other Countries, for whom it would be as 

_ Improper as their Huſbandry and Economy of Jiying- 3 
I do not mean that their Government is more relaxed, 

or leſs deſpotick and ſevere. than elſewhere; they do not 

only require paſſive Obedience to the civil Adminiſtra- 


+ 
2 2 2 


x 


* 
A 2 


* 1 


tion, and puniſh the leaſt Pretence to Reſiſtance with 
the utmoſt Rigor, but even in religious Matters, thongh 

Liberty of Conſcience, of reading the Seriptures, and 
Judging for themſelves, be the very fundamental 


Principles on which the Culviniſt Swiſs diſſented from 


Popery, they now no more allow that Liberty in their 
Do minione, than the Pepe or King of Spain, but main- 
Lin a Uniformity in Religion, by perſecuting diſſenting 
__ Proteſtants as well as Papiſts, by Penalties, Baniſhment, 
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where our retroreſpect is bounded by the very infan- 
cy of Time and Nature. Patriarchial Government is 
the original Plan or Model, which untaught Nature 
formed of her own accord for Man, and to which ſhe | 
flaithfully trains him in his Youth, for no Man ever 
_ attempted to turn his Family into a Republick. We 
baue very authentick Accounts that the moſt illuſtrious 
| Republicks of Athens, and auguſt Rome, ſprung out of 
Monarchies; and there is little Reaſon to belieye the Re- 
publican was the original Inſtitution any where, but 
Was in the Words of its Admirers, an Amendment on 
the Regal. The Revolution from a Monarchy to a Re- 
publick, may generally be attributed to the exorbitant 
Ambition of a few Men, who being conſcious of their 
Idmability to pull down. their Sovereign, and riſe in his 
ſtead by their own. Forces, play the People againſt him, 
by exaſperating them on the one Hand againſt the regal 
Authority, and by bribing them on the other, with par- 
_ ticular. Privileges, that are pleaſing to them, in order to 
Tid themſelves of a Power, whoſe Superiority is odious 
to them, and to ſecure the firſt | Honours of the Com- 
mon- wealth, over whieh they deſpair of tyrannizing. The 
diſcerning Puffendorf,” ſeen in the Artifice and Ambition 
of Milliam the then Prince of Orange, the Seeds of the 


* 


Revolution of the Dutch to a Republick ; he obſerves, that 
the Diſcontents from which that Revolution aroſe, were 

_ _  fomented privately by the Prince, to whoſe Conduct and 
Courage after it muſt be acknowledged they owed their 


A 


1 Mem. 
8 F bur thaf Ambition was NE. write though ſe⸗ 
cret Motive of his Patriotiſm, and ſpirited Conduct, and 
that be did not hate the Power he aboliſhed, provided it Was 
=. arg in himſelf, is Fthink pretty obvious in his Conduct 
through the Courſe of his Actions. To what a Noble and 


= *Godlike Origin did the Romans owe their Liberties ? To 


the Pride and Envy of a few Nobles, which Paſſions 
were particular] 1. Auen in the Character of Brutus, 
both before and after the Expulſion of the King, and 
55 F in all his Actions. The Rape of Lucretia 
| 4 the King's Son, though f Deco or and deſerv- ; 
ws ym 204 anz, an | 


E gy = plants che N Sr 
: Orators;: and in the furious Exclamations of thoſe 
Chriſtian He&o 25) who pant for the fair Goddeſs Liberty, 
detained from them by the Arts and Enchantments of 
vile Miniſters and Stateſmen, and moſt heroically breath 
| Defiance | 1 ny we all of. a e IE Monarchs on 
| Earth. bell 1 ; 22 122 why | "Rus 
F609 v4 8 . een 31.4% „ 2507 
bY The foregding Obſervations! ad us ha near to the 
Origin of the Republican Form 1 Government, that 
remains but little Difficulty in proceeding forward 
and pointing it out. The! Government of the many 
Ike all Events that have often been brought about by 
the Contriwanee and Endeavours of Man, takes rife from 
ſome Qualittes in human Nature, however latent or 
Temingly diſtant they be. It is in ed evident, that the 
Struggles of People for Freedom, are the Effects of 
& very eager Thirſt for it; and that this Inclination fas 
been common to the Multitudes of various Ages, Coun 
tries, Lan ages, Characters, Virtues, and Vices; from ; 
wehence"it ſeems plainly enough to ariſe from no leſs ge- 
. Herd] a Cinife, than Pons Appetite'or Paſſion in human 
Nature, "which Paſſion diſcoyers itfelf to be that violent 
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poken of. Mankind in general are, each mighty deſi- 


to follow) the Bent of our 'own Wills, though Reaſon 


and Conſcience ſuggeſt to us, that we are frail, weak; 
accountable” Creatures. Divines, Philoſophers, and Le- 


gitlators, ſeem” through every Age, to have conſidered 
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chis ſelfiſn Paſſion, as the Blemiſh and radical Diſeaſe 


of human Nature, and took vaſt Pains to perſwade us to 
make a Conqueſt over ourſelves, in which they aſſure us 
true Virtue and Fortitude conſiſt: particularly the Chri- 


ſtian Religion proſcribes this carnal Paſſion, as the 
Enemy in our own Breaſts, againſt which it is our Duty 
to maintain War for Life; and certainly (in Creatures 
ſo conscious of great Imperfections and Frailties, of 


moral Evil and Vice, attended with Shame, Self. con- 


demnation and Remorſe) ſuch a Reluctance to Depens 


dance and Sübjection, as is evident in Man even to the 
Wiſdom and *Goodnefs Which he acknowledges, is a 


lively "Indication of deſperate Obliquity and Perverſion 
of Mind. This licentious Paſfion I ſpeak of, which fo 
well agtees With the Revelation of the Pall of Man. 


and of his natural Corruption and Reprobation, prompts 
our Kind to graſp and lay hold on, as much Power and 


Liberty às they poffbiy Ean; and is always ready at 


hand in the Oroud, to ſerve the Ambition of over- grown 


Subjects, Who being willing to caſt an ungrateful Voak 


a [oa 


6ff theit gan Shoulders, charm che People with the 
Bribe of Power and Eiberty, and inſpire them with the 


moſt obffinate Tnveteracy againſt Monarchy. It is true, 


Where the Inhabitants are planted thin and ſubſiſt preca- 
rioufly,” or Where the human Paſſions are languid, as in 
moſt Climates far North or near the Line, and in fer- 
tile open Countries, Neceſſity commonly maintains Mo- 
narchy; whereas in Places that are not eaſily invaded, 
where the many are in Poſſeſſion of the Strength that 
ſecures them, as in mountainous Countries, Iflands of 
difficult Acceſs, and large walled Cities, Men (being 
always willing to preſerve as much Power as poſſible) are 
prone to the Republican Form: Riches alſo diſpoſe Men 
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Liberty, which I have already 


ndirig his own Authority over others, at the 
ſame Time that we are extreamly averſe to ſubmit our 
Actions to any Tribunal, or to bear any Controul, but 


* 4 
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', thereto, by.enervating their Minds, and ſubduing their 
Vue: and at the ſame. Time by enflaming their earnal 
-  Concupilcence. and Appetites : But I muſt take Notice 
„ mat by P:r2ue, I do not mean Virtue in the Senſe.of | 
8 Heathens, or of our wile Poets who flill-dream-on | 
in the Heathen Trad but that Chriſtian Virtue which 1 5 
”  _ coplifts much in an uncommon Fortitude of Soul, which 
| , Oppoſes. the Dickates of the Fleſh, and renders Men 


rf 


Humble, Patient, and Self-denying... For my own Part 
: however, Lrevolve in my T houghts this moſt ſpirited-en=> 
thuhaſt Fondneſs for a Republican or levelling Govern- 
Went, which.is ſo general in Mankind, and: o ready to | 
Eatch the Flame, it ſtill, appears the Inſpiration: of this 


* 


Appetite of (carnal Liberty and Seifiſhneſs. Nothing 


* 


elle. belides. a ſtrong Paſſion in Nature, could engage 
” - Menlo -violent] ; and. the Admiſſion. of the, Operation 

of. this Jibextine Inclination only, can ſolve; the Actions 
nd Tenets of Republicans confiſtently, who have been 
as remarkably cruel, bitter, and oppreſſive, to their Ad- 

Yerfaries, as any other Party of Men. As for thoſe who 
| 0 their Conduct and Tenet to a virtuous, noble, 
or m- 
b 


n 73 S: . 2 2 
nevolent Principle, 


#:2 


ST > N f they either knowilittle of the # 
ſehes anch of Humanity, or elſe while they aſſign their 
5 Party ſuch heauteous Principles, their Conſcicnces fly 
nm iber Faces, and upbraid them with Hypocriſy and 
I . 2 5 N REY anc upbr IFRI STAR hk EE ypocrily and 
wo 6401s bog nongert tenet Jo los 
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N "I am aware that the Selkſh hneſs of Men and Brutes; 


haue been by the croud of; madery Moraliſts conſidered | 


as tf they were the ſame Principle, viz..;a natural Ten- 
. dency or Inchnation towards: Pleaſures, from whence it 1 
Would ſeem that a full Indulgence is no more a Vice, 
-nor Selt-denial no more a Virtue in Man than in any 


 Selhibneſs in both, is not the ſame Paſſion, nor equally, = 
* The Sel/ſbne/s,of Brutes conſiſt in a imple. | 


impulſe of Nature, impelling them to Action, without: 
an Check of Conſcience or Senſe of Vice. Reaſon, 
never tells them they are wrong, what they do, appears 
FT. to, them always Proper, and all aj; ab to them are 
| real Injuries in their Senſe of Things. Nature calls 
Pealon, ang Judgment demonſtrate to him in a, thouſand. 


diane, that he is Frail and Weak ; and honeſt Shame 
Eg wa . 5 5 | „„ 


5 < a 


— 


5 [ra Conſolmite canes in” Al an Evidence Wich he 
can neither baffle nor avoid, of Vice and moral Evil; 
whence” Selſiſpneſt in Man We ſees! tbe Good and aps . 

Proves uf it in bit Mind, and yet purſues the Bad's who: ac- 

knowledges Wiſdom, Virtue, and Piety, and yet pe 
verſely reſiſts them; who is ſenſible of the Weakneſs ; 
and Viciouſneſs that leads his Will, and yet aſſumes In- 
dependance, and makes his Will his Guide; I ſay Sek 
. Shue and Liberty in ſuch'a Creature, is deſperate refol- 

ved Vice, and Rebellion. But this is only a Diſpute 
about the Idea of Selfiſhneſs in Man, which does not 
affect what advanced above, viz, that the Selfiſh and 
| Libertine Inclination, whether | criminal or a is 
the 9 r Ag Republican Freedom. 


They Who maintain that Society 4 Civil 5 Ih 
ment, were originally formed by the free Compact of 
the Multitude, will find little to countenance them in 
| _ the Nature of Man, or the Memoirs of his Actions: 
However this Tenet is neceſſary to ſupport another, of 
which they are very fond, though it be falſe, dire ly 


ſubvetrſive of all Civil Government, and particularly = 


* malignant to ours. It is as. follows, When tbe People 
agreed to form a Community and united, they delegated the 
ruling Powers to the Governors they appointed conditionally, 
and only bound themſelves to Subjetiion and Obedience, pro- 


vided the Governors on their Part : ſhould not. abuſe the Cn WE 


Bidence or Truſt repoſed in them. Now this original Con- 
tract being mutual, it is as plain as Day, that if the Go= 
vernors abuſe their Truſt, and break their Part of the Go. 

venant wilfully, they difſokve the Whole, and abſolve the 

People from their Share thereof ; who thereon are free to 

77 their e poſe ed. Original Independance of a State 

* T Nature. Power in the Subject, of abſoving | 
 Bimpelf from Gehen, Yo bis Superiors, and of returning 

to a State of Freedom, toben he is fully ſatisfied that they 

Save violated their Agreement, depending on the original 

State of Freedom, and being a natural Prerogative whieh is 

Suſpended only by bis Contract, is an inherent unalienableRight 

in the Crowd, who are the great Source of Sovereignty, of 

Society and Power. It is not indeed pretended, that any 
Trace or Teſtimony of ſuch an original Contract, ap- 

2 in the Oy 0 "NE ages or en that ever ex- 


* 7 
; N "Th : iſted 

: 1 , 

1 g 3 FM . : 

- . 2 I Z 
q 
% 
> 


—— ͤ—-„-— 4 2ͤõ «c PPP ˙· ² 


” — — . _— * 
. 5 " „ C N 1 a —_ Ye” N * # 
Y 4 — 8 . . 7 " 0 I g I 
— , 2 7 0 $ * „ * p 5 tes . 
X / - . 1 , F þ 4 . 7 r 7 a OG 
5 « C - 2 = * 9 — 
- IS. \ ? : * N # 9 b - i 
3 2 « ene 9 t via 3 7 
- f 1 Y 2 2 2 5 x F ws 8 
* ; 2 G % 
* « 2 . 
z 2 * 5 0 x * aer 9 k 8 
i : F . k % . 2 Fr . 7 2 
; N 4 ” 1 
p. N 4 - * 
Fi 5 * J 
” 5 9 f 


<< _ we Aer „ „„ ae <> — oo 


t z g 8 } 


4 n 1 y N 4 4 "4 £ T % ; "a 
5 3 & — ; : * f * 
4 | | 6 * | : | / 
3 7 4 & 5 . 3 $a N | 5 
* . NY FS 5 


dle; but chen if we ſuppoſe. the human Race to hans 


8 

1 * 

3 — £ 
if 


been once ranging free on the Common, and that. the - 
- Individuals being aware of the Advantages that would 
reſult to themſelves by Aſſociation, united and planned 
2 eivil Conſtitution on the Principles of Convenience 
and Intereſt, it is not reaſonable to believe they would 
1 make themſelves Slaves, or ſubject themſelves to the ar- 
bittary Decrees of others in which Slavery conſiſts; nor 
if they had would ſuch a Covenant bind thoſe from whom 
Authority and Sovereignty proceed. This Doctrine ap- 
parently depends on the firſt mentioned Tenet, inſomuch 
that if the Conſtitution be not the free Act of the Many, 


the Notion of an original Contract is Chimerical, and 


a Deception, advanced to impoſe on and miſlead. the 


| I have ſpoken in general and | indefinite Terms of the 

original Contract between the People and their Gover- 
nors, becauſe it is never ſpoken in other than general 
Terms, and if you attempt to trace it into Particulars, it 


Crowd. 


vaniſhes into Inconſiſtence and Nonſenſe. If we look to the 


. Purport thereof, and the Principles its Aſſertors pſually: "2 
draw from it, they evidently: mean that the People. 


bound down: their Governors not to rule by an arbitrary, 


Authority, or move the Landmarks of the Conftitution 
gat Will, and conſequently. that the Conſtitution, or at 

leaſt the great Stroaks, the Outlines, or (to ſpeak in the 
Language of the Schoo/s) the eſſential Form thereof, 

| was firſt conſtructed by the Many, and then given in i 


Charge to the Governors, who contracted not to vio- 


late it, but to rule agreeable to the Conſtitution delivered 


into their Hands, otherwiſe. they wilfully diſſolved the, 
original Contract, and thereby ſet the People free. This 


ſeems to me to be the Senſe and Tendency of the Doc- 


trine of an original Contract from the Tenet itſelf, and 
the Reaſonings that are founded on it. But if a perma- 
nent indiſpenſable Conſtitution, is ſuppoſed to be formed 


by the Founders of Society, which chains down their 
Poſterity {laviſhly to a certain Conſtitution, however ill 
Lalculated and grievous, which was made arbitrarily by 


People unknown, and who cannot be ſuppoſed to have 


much Knowledge. or Experience, I do not know how ik 


can be reconciled to the inherent inalienable Rights of 


de People, or to common Senſe. What Thraldom 
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cen be more pgalling; or more inconſiſtent with the Rights | 

of Mankind, than to have a ruinous and ..diſtempered _ 
_ » Conſtitution impoſed” on them, without any Hopes of 
Amendment? And that for the following wiſe Reaſon, 


j Ro 
od 


| becauſe their ſavage Forefathers were not good Legiſla- 
tors. But happily the Notion of an original Contract is 
entirely viſionary, and cannot be adhered to in the Courſe 
of human Affairs; ſeeing that both foreign and internal : 
Circumſtances will affect the very Frame of the Conftitus _ 
tion; on which Account any Endeavour to perpetuate it 
would be abſurd and impracticable. The Schemes of the _ 
wiſeſt Men who ever lived for planning out a perfect Go 
vernment, have been always found good for nothing in 
Practice, whilſt Savages left to themſelves will maintain 
Society, and in a few Ages ſettle a Conſtitution very 
proper for their Situation. The different Circumſtances 
of a Nation from their Forefathers, not only affect their 
Condition, their Deſires, and real Wants, but even al- 
ters the very Genius of Men, to all of which the Govern= _ 
mment will bend and conform itſelf, better than any hu- 
man skill could direct it a apriori. What a vaſt Alter 1 
tion did a large Acceſſion of Property to the People make 5 
in the Conſtitution of England? There was a Time 9 


2 


when England was ruled by a King and Barons, and 5 
the Government had nothing democratical or popular in j 


it, ſo far from it, that the Body of the People were ſunk -_ 
in Vaſſalage, and excluded from the Common Rights of 
Subjects, but the large Share of Property acquired b 
the People has eg down the Conſtitution with it. 
It is a Maxim in Politicks, that Power always follows 
Property whether People will or no. There is a poſſible 
Circumſtance wholly external to England, that if it 
ſhould happen, would infallibly ruin our Liberties, and 
all the Endeavours of the People would be fruitleſs to 
fave them ;—If the French ſhould. be able to equip a2 
Fleet ſuperior to ours, while they are poſſeſſed of their 
preſent Power and Spirit of Government, we would bo 
reduced to the ill-fated Dilemma, either to truckle to 
France, and ſubſiſt precariouſly by her Favour, or to. 
keep formidable Armies on foot, above our Ability like 
the German Powers, and ſecure ourſelves from Sur prize 
by Fortreſſes. But on either Hand this -Cireumſtance 
would have a mighty Influence on our Conſtitution; for 
however invincible the Patriot Race may be, and ſuperi- 


or to the ſervile C ew in a ace or when out lead the. 
Crowd N a; defenceleſs, diſtreſſed Government wn 
Home, they make but a poor Figure againſt a well-diſci> - 
. plined Army of Mercenaries on the Stage of the World. 
Zh 2 la ſhort, ſuch is the Mutability of human Affairs, and the 
great Variety of Circumſtances external and internal, that 
. influence both the Frame of Government, and the very 
RR. : Genius of a People, that there are few Governments ever 
ſubſiſted, but have undergone. many and great Viciffi- 
mudes, which were not entirely owing to Chance or the 
. W hirn of Man, but the invincible Bent of Neceflity.; 
and unluckily for thoſe who contend for the Poſſibility of - 
= | handing down Freedom and Popularity, from the Origin + 
= . "Government to future Ages inviolable, they are the popular 
sand mixed Kinds that are moſt ſubje& to Revolution, inſo- 
— much that no human Genius or Virtue can give them 
* _ _ — Stability, and an original Contract to preſerve ſuch a Con- 
= 7 - Ditution immutable, would be as chimerical as an Agree- 
maent that the Conſlituents ſhould ever preſerve their πn 
LL: perſonal Youth and Health, and the Doctrine of ſuch 
2 Contract on this as well as on other Accounts, ap- 
=p _ pears to be a meer Invention taken up to ſupport ſome 
- __  Aﬀions and bond that 9 a in e 5 a. 9 ee 
4 ee Rt 
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12 f is e oy yet it is nn, "hag wok of the 
= founded on the Doctrine of an original 
Contract, are ſupported only by a Fallacy, a very 
SE __-  wiſling Piece of verbal Legerdemain. To explain 
this, it is to be obſerved, that in the Idea of a ContraQ, 
| | | where the Penalties are to be enforced in this World, 
there is always either a tacit or expreſs Reference to an 
3 who is or ought to be impartial; which Um- 
pire is generally the Civil Law, under a Senſe of which 
che Contractors ſtipulate; but if one of the Contracting 
Parties was to be conſtituted ſole Judge, or* there were 
vo impartial Umpire to enforce a Penalty, and bind Men 
. -- _ their Obligation, in futuro where the Will may 
= N it would not be an equal impartial Agreement, 
Bn nor conformable to our Idea of a Contract. An Agree- 5 . 
meet made between the People and their Governors, at | 
== tte Inſtitution of Society, would want a human impar- 
= We Umpire, able ta oblige both Parties to Juſtice, on the 
=: Coates 2 8 the Parties TO the 3 8 


*, 32 8 4 8 p * 
8 WY J 8 ; — * n 4 


* 


on 
* 
. 
4 8 
8 
2. 
7 
* 
e 
as 
12 
#43 
LP 
N 
AS 


peoſed ſole Tudgesof the Contract and Penalty, which be- 
5 Lat 24 . of the Idea of a Contract, and 
ok all Equity; and what is ſtill worſe, the Party ſuppo-ꝛ 
ſed to be conſtituted ſole Judge by the Agreement, v/z, 


the People, is by the Teſtimony of all Ages and Nations, 
weak, ealy to be cajoled and impoſed upon, naturally _ 
auverſe to ſuperior Power, readily enflamed againſt their 
Buperiors, and blind, outrageous, and giddy in their Fury  * | 
and Revenge; from all of which it is evident, that the ' _ 
Word Contract and the Idea uſually annexed to it, are 


fallaciouſly applied to a ſuppoſed original Agreement be · 5 


tween the People and their Governors. 


If the Doctrine of an original Contract were advanced 
huypothetically, or with no View of byaſſing the Acti- 
ons of Men, it might be given up to debate like other 
trifling School Queſtions; but to judge of the Tenden- 
cy of it, and the Practice of its Abettors when they ac- 
quired any Power, it is deſigned fer a leading Principle 
in Government, and introduced among us, to ſap our _ 
Conſtitution, and build a Republick on its Ruins. My _ 
Readers need not be informed, that this Doctrine was 
ſtrenuouſſy maintained in Defence and Support of their 
Adions, by the Republican Party, who already ſubvert- 
ed our Conſtitution, by force of Arms; that it direaly _ 
tends to Democracy, by placing the ſupreme and ultt- 
mate Power in the People; that there is a very form: 
dable Faction among us, who to this Day, zealous in 
cCulcate it, and endeavour to prejudice Mens Minds in 
flavour of the Principles that depend on it, and that it is 
utterly inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, which places 
the ultimate Power of Government in a King and Parlia- 1 
ment. An honeſt Man and a faithful Lover of his 
Country, requires no other Reaſons to detect the Fal- 
ſity thereof, as far as lies in his Power, I muſt acknow- 
ledge at the fame Time, that if the Multitude have an 
inherent Right to controul the Conſtitution, or to diſſolve ' 
tit as they ſee proper, and the Practice of that Right be 
El for the good of the Many themſelves, then it would be a 
Crime to defend any Syſtem of Government, however 
dear, that robs Humanity of its honeſt Rights; but if on 
the contrary, ſuch pretended Right be chimericat and 
unnatural, if the Vindication of it would ſerve only to 


involve 
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my 04 Men of great Parts, Ambition, and of dax 
: deep Dehigns, to build their Fortunes on the Ruins of 

—_ Monarchy, or to diſtreſs the Government, and keep it at 


= Bay, till they force it to compound and bribe them with 
. aber Jie i it tends to oblige the Adminiſtra- 

4 tion to employ the Power of the' State to maintain itſelf, 
- inftead of advancing the Publick Good, ſomewhat like 


x , * 
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5 "the Effort of Nature, in living Bodies, by which the 


Blood and Spirits are withdrawn from the Body, and 
| _ _. poured about the Heart, when that is in immediate 
-  -. - Danger. If it alſo tends to make the Adminiſtration en- 
_ ter into the Humours and Prejudices of the People to 
=. 7 belt Deſtruction or Detriment, and only waits for a 
F JonQure, when Mens Minds are heated in an extraordi- 
day Manner, and enflamed by Leaders of inſatiable 
Ambition and dauntleſs Spirit, to deſtroy our Conſtitu- 
tion once more, and pave the Way to Deſpotiſm and 
Tpyranmy, to which Popularity leads as ſurely as Extra- 
-  vagance does to Want; in ſuch Caſe, an Attempt to ex- 
il pPlwode it, muſt be looked upon as the Effect of an Inclina- 
= tion to do Service to Mankind. What I would inculcate 
V, that Society itſelf, and the Kingly Government which 
ſucceeds to the Patriarchal, are of Divine Inſtitution, if 
Fe may call the 1 of Nature, which ſnhe ſo 
_ elaborately and invariably brings to paſs the Divine Inſti- 
mien; Wen the Origin of Sovereignty or of Authority, 
- _ did not proceed from the Many, and that the Struggle 
of the Many for Power, ariſes from that grand Source of 
 Eorrvption, that ſelfiſh independant Appetite, that makes 
us abhor to be accountable to any Power, and tempts us 


fo perſwaſively to obey the Devices and Defires of our 
_ own Hearts. "Theſe Conſiderations which tend directly to 
1 POE that the Supreme ultimate Authority in theſe 
<2 — is lodged in the Eſtates who agreeable to our 
| "Conſtitution, exerciſe it in Parliament, and that they are 
not ſubject oe accountable} to the Multitude, or to any 
Fower on Earth, will naturally produce an awful re- 
ſpect for dur happy Conſtitution, and incline us to ſup- 
Port it againſt the Inroads of Anarchy and Vice, however 
/ .A\W9a 7. 
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